Breeding Waders

Coalburn

As part of the detailed land management proposals
for the Habitat Management Plan, suitable areas
of rush pasture will be positively managed for
breeding wading birds. This will include creation

of wader scrapes and blocking of ditches to help
diversify vegetation cover. Target species include

Gurlew, Lapwing, Snipe and Redshank.

Moorland Management Plan

d

A detailed land management plan will be developed

as part of the Habitat Management Plan, that will

target heather mooriand, rush pasture and other

peat land habitats, including fine-scale mosaics of

small habitat patches that are of high conservation
significance. This will focus on control of grazing

numbers and drainage across a large area of
the landscape, with the potential for significant

biodiversity benefits.

LINKS
TO THE

HAGSHAW

CLUSTER

Douglas Valley Landscape Enhancements

The designed landscape surrounding the remains of the castle
form the core of the Douglas Valley SLA. The masterplan

has highlighted a wide area in which to develop a detailed
management plan with Douglas & Angus Estate, in conjunction
with HES and other stakeholders, with opportunities to enhance
local heritage, access, and tourism. A separate masterplan detail
has been developed for this area, please see HJB/4103/155.

HISTORIC
ASSETS

Rigside

(="

50000000,

“ouq

@

=

Peat Bog Restoration
Onsite and offsite peat bog
restoration/conservation and
monitoring has the potential to
provide some key ecological
benefits/enhancements to the local
area. Important plants, including
‘Sphagnum mosses and other
peat-builders are to be supported,
and will help provide natural carbon
capture. Please see the Outline
Habitat Management Plan TA6.4

NOTE: Not to scale. Images are indicative.

Upland Birch/Oak Scrub
This is an important ecological habitat,
oonce common across Scotland.
Establishment of this habitat, along
the small burns that have shaped this
rolling mooriand landscape, has the
potential to benefit a number of key
species, in particular Black Grouse.
Establishment of this scrub would also
be beneficial to landscape character,
helping to strengthen landscape
patterns and diversity.

Native Woodland Edge

Native broadleaved woodland edge habitat
will be established to soften the appearance
of the northern conifer plantation along with
the smaller clumps of conifer plantation
scattered across the area. This will also have
biodiversity benefits in particular for black
grouse and a range of woodland bird species,
with enhanced nesting and foraging resource.
This will be further enhanced by installation of
bird boxes targeting smaller bird species.

Scots Pine
Management
Existing Scots Pine copses will

be managed and enhanced where
suitable to increase the ecological |§
value of these isolated woodland
pockets, including planting of
native understory species.

The idea of community food production is one that is growing
around the world and with current increase in food costs is sure
to catch on in this country. Communities local to the site have

expressed an interest in taking control of some land for a nature
positive project such as woodland and/or wild flower meadows
but could also include food production and even bee keeping.

Enhanced Access

Enhancing public access also plays an
important role in heritage community and
place and the masterplan seeks to develop
anetwork of high-quality non-motorised
user paths with signage, way marking and
interpretation. A key element of this network
is the Roberton Historic Drove Road. We
would also look to incorporate paths linking
with other similar schemes where possible to
increase the number of connected pathways.
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Sitka Spruce
Cold Management

Chapel Existing small blocks of Sitka Spruce
will be managed to enhance their
ecological value. This will include the
felling of mature Sitka Spruce and
replacement with native broadleaved
woodland or Scots Pine.
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