Bodlngl W|nd-F

Sustamab\ Design &
D\annmg Benefits '%:-..n'\-

‘.__ ’, ‘

1



Chapters & Content BANKSRenewables

development with care

1.1 Project summary

1.2 Bodinglee vision and values
1.3 Site context

2.1 Design principles and themes
2.2 Community engagement

3.1 Masterplan

3.2 Outcomes for Scotland

Opening of Blackwood Estate Community woodland, South Lanarkshire.
The woodland was purchased with support from local wind farm Kype Muir
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Project Details Bodinglee About & Summary

4 A About this document
o
Key stats & indicative IaVOUt BAMKEHD Banks Renewables recognises the need to undertake
development differently. Under Banks Renewables’
LOCATION: . ‘Development with Care’ approach, social,
South east of Douglas on land both sides of o environmental, and economic benefits are enshrined at
the M74 S o every stage of the process of any development project.
o ° Sl
NUMBER OF. TURBINES: o 0 = This holistic approach has been applied to a new renewables
Up to 37 turbines Baeiis 0 . project — Bodinglee Wind Farm in South Lanarkshire. Given
o the large and ambitious scale of Bodinglee Wind Farm,
TURB'NE HE_IGHT: . . . — VOUGELAS WEST Ceuglas © © and the extent of existing wind farm development in the
;ggrlgt::gz:vﬁ:rgirlasxﬁtl;n; t';;*;ﬁ'ﬂ’;(ﬁ;P to 5 . . . area, the project presents an exciting opportunity to apply
h o the learnings gained from previous developments, and the
height of up to 250m o o knowledge and experience of local communities, to this
e T L R e e S e ) ¢ . o o large-scale renewable generation opportunity.
Apprqx!mately 259MW, which will provide pedaide ° s Community wealth building, nature-positive outcomes,
electricity for approximately 207,325 homes ° o ¥ and conservation of natural and heritage-rich assets play
. Redshas a central role in the wind farm design. When developed in
POTENTIAL ENERGY STORAGE: - ° o full alignment with these three themes, renewable projects
Approximately 106MW of battery storage (BESS) . can generate significant benefits for the region, and more
T O o broadly, for the country.
. . L[]
40 years in operation G This document details the process undertaken by Banks
L ) Renewables in partnership with key stakeholders to arrive
at three key themes that will be the focus of benefits arising
from the Bodinglee proposal. This process was carried out
e N over a two-year period and supported an iterative design
- - - . process with the aim to create a lasting legacy for the area
Indicative timeline and its communities.
2021 July Aug 2022 - Spring Spring 23 - 2026 - 2029 From the outset, the process and its outcomes aimed to
onwards 2022 Spring 2023 2023 Spring 25 2028 onwards align with national and local policy and objectives to support
beneficial outcomes for communities and the built and
natural environment.

Pre-planning Initial Design process Design Planning Construction Operational
consultation community and Phase 2 and proposals application period with grid
consultation 3 events submitted determination connection
(Phase 1) events period
. J \
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Outcomes at a glance

Socio-Economic:

The total amount due to be invested in the project
is £837.4m, with £458.3m of this being invested
directly in the region (60km radius), and £160.6m
being invested in South Lanarkshire™".

Total expenditure associated with these contracts
over the lifetime of the wind farm is expected
to support:

£96.3 million gross value added (GVA)
and 207 job years in South Lanarkshire”

£103.4 million GVA and 260 job years
in the local area (30km radius)""

£311.9 million GVA and 1,020 job years
in the regional area (60km radius)""

£346.6 million GVA and 1,277 job
years in Scotland’

£461 million GVA and 2,468 job years in the UK"

The total local investment percentage is lower when
the battery storage is included in the calculations
due to a lack of native (UK) supply solutions for
battery storage technology. Therefore, all investment
percentages included in this report relate to the wind
farm only.

Overall, 23% of all expenditure on Bodinglee Wind
Farm could be secured in South Lanarkshire and
the local area (30km radius), while 65% could be
secured in the regional area (60km radius), 66%

in Scotland, and 76% in the UK."*"

Local contractors who tender within 10% of the best
quote for any work on the project will be prioritised.
A community benefit fund of £5,000 per MW of
installed wind capacity per year will be available

for community investment purposes, totalling
approximately £1.3 million per year. This investment
will be directed by the local community through

a proposed community body - the Clydesdale
Community Energy Transition Company (CCETco)
for local decarbonisation initiatives which will reduce
fuel bills, create new jobs, develop local skills and
training opportunities, and support the upgrading of
local amenities and facilities.

Further economic activity could arise from the
delivery of the community benefit funds (community-
led decarbonisation initiatives) including 200-400
additional local job years.

The pathway that the community chooses to take
can deliver high social return-on-investment (SROI)
of 130%, with a spend of £32 million, delivering
annual energy bill savings of £4.4 million and annual
carbon savings of 5,700 tonnes.

Local communities will be gifted a 1% equity stake
in the wind farm, with a further 9% shared ownership
offer. This is equivalent to approximately 26 MW

of community-owed capacity, enough to power
20,000 households.

()

£ 130%

SOCIAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT FROM THE COMMUNITY
BENEFIT STRATEGY TO DECARBONISE HOMES

Socio-economic data presented in this document are sourced from multiple economic reports

A Denotes the economic impact report included as part of this application

AN Denotes an economic impact report with case study evidence, available at https://www.banksgroup.co.uk/projects/renewables/bodinglee-wind-farm/project-documents/

AAA Denotes a “Wind Farm only” economic report, available at https://www.banksgroup.co.uk/projects/renewables/bodinglee-wind-farm/project-documents/
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Environmental Benefits:

Decarbonisation of the grid: The wind farm will contribute

up to 259 MW of renewable energy generation, which
represents 1.3% of the Scottish Government’s 20GW target
established in the Onshore Wind Policy Statement (2022).
Using data from the Scottish Government’s carbon calculator
tool, Bodinglee results in an annual saving of 372,453 tonnes of
CO, and a lifetime saving of 14,898,120 tonnes when compared
to equivalent fossil fuel mix generation, with an overall carbon
payback period of only 1.4 years.

Energy storage: The Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
at the site will have a capacity of up to 106 MW to improve
the intermittency issues inherent in renewable energy
generation and grid resilience, and will displace a further
25,767 tonnes of CO, annually.

Local decarbonisation: An advance grant of £200,000
(post-consent) will be available to local communities to
fund a pilot project for rural decarbonisation with a focus
on a community asset.

Nature-positive initiatives: A landscape-wide masterplan will
deliver nature-positive initiatives that support breeding waders,
protected species, peatland and peatland habitats, landscape
character improvements, multi-user path creation and
enhancement. This will sequester 6,312 tonnes of CO, from the
atmosphere and deliver biodiversity gains for the whole region.

Mitigation and enhancement: Early walkover surveys have
indicated the potential to deliver up to 17.2 hectares of broad-
leaved woodland planting, 11 hectares of peat bog restoration,
27.8 hectares of riparian scrub planting, and a further 37
hectares of peatland habitat and 72 hectares of rush pasture
enhancement through ditch blocking.

Land management and restoration: Up to 1,344
hectares of land can be maintained and improved through
land management practices including heather cutting,
active heather restoration, and riparian birch scrub
planting along watercourses.
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EQUITY

SHARE OFFERED TO
COMMUNITY AT NO COST

:£4.4m

ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD ENERGY BILL SAVINGS
FROM COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND PROPOSAL

REGIONAL AREA (60KM)
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ﬁ 14,898,120

TONNES OF CO, SAVED THROUGH WIND FARM ALONE*

*WHEN COMPARED AGAINST EQUIVALENT FOSSIL FUEL GENERATION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT REPORTING GUIDANCE.

UNITED KINGDOM (UK)

2,468 -

26 M COMMUNITY-OWED
CAPACITY
20,000 i
0 POWERED
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Vision & Values

Project vision:

The vision is to develop a world-leading onshore
wind project which marries innovation and
sustainable development to deliver meaningful
impact in the local community and beyond.

Banks Renewables will deliver a holistic and
collaborative approach to development, with the
intention of contributing to Scotland’s National
Performance Framework by creating sustainable
and inclusive growth, placing equal importance on
economic, environmental, and social progress.
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Development with Care at Banks

As developers of land, Banks Renewables has a
responsibility to develop sustainably, and its goal
is to achieve a net-positive impact. Development
with Care encapsulates this approach to being

a responsible and sustainable business. It is the
golden thread that runs through all of Banks’
business endeavours, ensuring that all activities
are conducted in a responsible manner, with
consideration for the environment, for the local
communities in which Banks operates, and for
Banks’ employees, customers, and suppliers.
Development with Care ensures that a positive
legacy is left behind for people and the planet

— alegacy that Banks Renewables can be proud of.

Harnessing Banks’ core values
to generate net-positive impact
at Bodinglee

The design and development of the Bodinglee Wind
Farm project encapsulates the core Development
with Care values at Banks Renewables: caring

for people and planet; finding solutions together;
listening to understand; developing best practice;
and honouring commitments to local communities.
This is part of a long-term strategy to deliver
sustainable growth for the business and for the
people and nature of Scotland. The overarching goal
of the Bodinglee Wind Farm is to be regenerative

— creating a net-positive impact through the
interventions detailed in the planning application.

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Fulfilling the commitments in the
Banks Connect2Renewables charter

The project also links directly to a key initiative
between the local communities, Banks Renewables,
and the local council — the Connect2Renewables
(C2R) charter, which seeks to maximise the benefits
of renewable energy developments for local

people and the local economy. The C2R charter
aims to simultaneously drive growth and amplify

the community voice by directly supporting local
contractors through encouraging them to join project
supply chains; by establishing local Community
Advisory Panels to enable direct community
involvement in individual projects; and by supporting
new employment, training, and education
opportunities for local people. Each project has its
own local context and the interventions for C2R
therefore evolve within the context of the project.
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Policy Context

1 CLIMATE INDUSTRY, INNOVATION

Location and Site Background

ACTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Policy, at all levels of governance — international,
national, and local — is driving a change in how
development is approached, focusing on holistic
outcomes for people and communities, climate

and biodiversity, and natural and heritage assets.
Underpinning international, national, and local policy
is an overarching set of global goals and targets —
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity
for people and the planet, now and into the future.

Some of the most relevant policies and
frameworks introduced in recent years to
catalyse and channel action in Scotland in line
with the SDGs are outlined here:

National Performance
Framework

Scotland’s National Performance Framework (NPF)
provides a way of localising the Global Goals, with a
focus on creating a more successful country, giving
opportunities to all people living in Scotland and
increasing their wellbeing, creating sustainable and
inclusive growth, reducing inequalities, and giving
equal importance to economic, environmental, and
social progress.

National Planning Framework 4

The recently adopted National Planning Framework 4
(NPF4) sets out spatial principles, regional priorities,
national developments, and national planning policy
for Scotland. The framework puts climate change
and biodiversity at the forefront of planning and
development, while also recognising the importance
of development in community wealth building and
supporting local economies.
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The Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan (2023) provides a route map of actions to
deliver a flourishing net zero energy system that
supplies affordable, resilient, and clean energy to
Scotland’s workers, households, communities,

and businesses; while the Onshore Wind Policy
Statement (2022) sets out Scotland’s ambition to
deploy 20GW of onshore wind by 2030. Both of
these plans recognise the role of onshore wind in
delivering Scotland’s critical net zero targets and the

associated economic opportunities they can provide.

In line with national and international binding
targets, Bodinglee Wind Farm presents an exciting
and important opportunity to deliver a large-scale
renewable energy-generating project which can
simultaneously support the delivery of positive
outcomes relating to global, national and local
goals, such as biodiversity, natural places,
community wealth building, historic assets,

rural homes, recreation, and climate change.

2030 Sustainable

- 5
Development Goals Global Movement

600D HEALTH DECENT WORK AND 1 RESPONSIBLE
AND WELL BEING ECONOMIC GROWTH CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

I e

o O

National Performance Regenerative growth
Framework Wellbeing economy

Just transition to net-zero

National Planning Circular economy
Framework 4 Rebalanced development
Rural revitalisation

l

Scotland’s draft Energy
Strategy and Just
Transition Plan

National Strategy
for Economic
Transformation

Onshore
wind policy

South Lanarkshire
/ Local Development Plan 2
A + Supplementary Guidance

Bodinglee Renewable Energy Project:
Sustainable Design and Development

The Bodinglee Site is located on open, undulating
moorland in South Lanarkshire. Currently,

the site’s primary use is pastoral agriculture,
predominantly sheep grazing. There are a
number of existing wind farms in the area, for
example Middle Muir Wind Farm to the south of
the site, and a number of proposed wind farms.
The site’s proximity to the national road network,
existing energy infrastructure, high wind speeds,
and areas of relatively sparse population lend it
well to onshore renewables.

The site is comprised of two parts, Bodinglee West
and Bodinglee East, located either side of the M74,
while the A70 runs north of the site, connecting
existing settlements around the site. The immediate
area contains a number of isolated farms and
dwellings. The closest settlement, the village of
Douglas, is located approximately 1.5 km to the
northwest of the site, while the village of Rigside is
approximately 2km northeast of the site, and the
village of Roberton is approximately 3.5 km to the
southeast of the site.

The site itself is located entirely within the Douglas
& Angus Estate (33,000 hectares) of the Earl of
Home, which has stewarded the land for almost
1,000 years. The Estate extends to the north of
Douglas and includes Douglas Castle and ‘The
Policies’ — a publicly accessible open space of
historic importance to the area. The area also has
an industrial heritage with a strong legacy for energy
generation and associated employment, particularly
around Douglas and Rigside. More recently, this
area has been playing a vital role in Scotland’s
net-zero ambitions through renewable energy
generation.

Location-related considerations
and opportunities

Contributing to Scotland’s net zero targets:
Bodinglee is recognised as an ambitious project,
with a large generating potential for onshore
renewable energy. The site can make a significant
contribution to Scotland’s net zero goals, but given
the size of the scheme, it needs to be designed with
utmost care, minimising any impact on important
natural and historic assets. See Chapter 3 of the
Environmntal Impact Assessment Report (EAIR) for
further details on the project’s design evolution in
the context of environmental effects.

Investment in the community: The scheme would
generate a large community benefit fund in the
region of £53 million over the 40-year lifetime of
the project. It is imperative that this benefit fund is
managed by the local communities to ensure they
are fully involved in decisions on how the funds are
spent, and to ensure the funds are being optimised
for projects that bring the greatest benefits to the
host communities.

Supporting additional land uses: Onshore wind
requires relatively large areas of land in order

to provide sufficient spacing between turbines.
However, the actual developable area required for
construction is relatively small. The scale of the
Bodinglee proposal, as well as the reduction in
number of turbines proposed following the scoping
stage, means there is a large area available to
support additional land use including the existing
agricultural use as well as habitat creation and
enhancements.

Boosting the local economy: The socio-economic
analysis of the project has indicated a potential
gross value added (GVA) of £103.4 million and 260
job years within 30km of the site™", and £346.6
million and 1,277 job years in Scotland”. There is
an opportunity to maximise the positive effect on
the local and regional economies and support local,
‘green’ job creation in the area.

Supporting those experiencing fuel poverty: The
local area has higher than average levels of fuel
poverty due to housing types, relatively high levels of
deprivation, and lack of access to the gas network.
This is despite being located in close proximity to
wind farms which provide some of the cheapest
forms of energy generation. The community benefit
fund linked to the wind farm will support various
measures to help community members’ make their
homes more energy efficient as well as employing
micro-renewable energy generation solutions such
as solar PV, therefore helping to reduce residents’
fuel costs.

BODINGLEE WIND FARM: SUSTAINABLE DESIGN & PLANNING BENEFITS
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Developing

Design Principles
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The project team set out an ambition to create

a regenerative renewable energy project. The

key challenge was to explore how this can be
achieved and defined so that the overall impact of
Bodinglee Wind Farm is net-positive across

three dimensions: the environment, the local
community, and the local economy. As a first
step, experts and internal stakeholders explored
issues and themes to identify the most important
elements of the project to take forward to the first
phase of public consultation.

Initial workshops with subject matter experts and
internal stakeholders were held in 2020 and early
2021 to identify the local context and the key needs
and requirements that any proposed development
should address. These initial design principles,
illustrated here, helped steer the project as it moved
through the design and planning process, ensuring
that the project’s impact will remain true to the local
context and that the benefits will be optimised.

What would success look like?

Following the initial consultations, a vision for the
project was articulated:

The project should deliver truly sustainable
development with tangible improvements to the
local area across multiple aspects: natural assets,
economic growth, climate action, biodiversity,
community development and capacity, and local
amenities. A key priority is helping communities with
their clean energy transition. The project should
also deliver greater benefits to the local area than
previous projects, and would ideally generate a
multiplier effect whereby one set of benefits triggers
additional outcomes and improvements.

True success would entail community and key
stakeholders feeling involved in the process
and have confidence that the proposed
interventions will benefit them.

Success should also be measurable — set around
an objective and demonstrable impact framework
with clear project goals that enables stakeholders to
clearly understand intentions and progress.

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Initial Design Principles

Rural accessibility and sustainable - Tl i -
o S . Building resilient
transport. This is an ongoing issue P e " iti di .
that needs addressing PR commun‘l tes a’n mprovmg
L’ sense of ‘place’ and wellbeing

Recognising the value of and 5:6) i RN N
preserving local heritage O BN O . )
and historic assets nn | / Paanershlps that deliver
social, economic and

environmental impact

Transition: Regional regeneration
from coal and extractives to
sustainable businesses and green jobs

Local innovation and business/ -
entrepreneur development

Delivering long-term,
quality employment | —~(O0— | __--------_
in the region Seel _
"""""" Access to the outdoors and
greenspaces — which could also in turn

regenerate and improve house values

Integrated energy systems: Such :
as battery storage and addressing E I ) . .
intermittency of renewables Community partnering

built into the model
Nature-positive development

A I [ - (\ and business models that
- Tl PP 1/ protect/build biodiversity, as
""""" well as support and provide

Land use: Capture carbon, j - land-based jobs

building biodiversity and improving
wellbeing. E.g., reforestation,
moorland and peat bog restoration

N Building benefit models
- ﬁ “  that the community owns

and/or benefits from
Rural decarbonisation
of homes and transport
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Key aims of the project
team’s approach

A number of key aims also came out of this initial
phase, which the project team then addressed in
the consultation process with the community and
key stakeholders:

Collaborating with the community and
partners to design proposals that have their
support.

Promoting shared ownership and
community-led development.

Improving the natural assets of the local area
and its biodiversity.

Delivering a holistic landscape-scale
approach to the development.

Optimising low-cost renewable energy

produc_'rtigﬂr]‘\I Iand energy storage for the site.
" )

Maximising the a

including developing skills and jobs

Improving the local area’s community assets
and how the community and those who visit
feel about the area. Wi

Improving the local community’s access to

the outdoors and nature.

The project team grouped these eight principles
under three pillars that align with the National
Performance Framework: economy, environment,
and community. These were later re-defined and
shaped by the community into three themes that
addressed local needs more accurately (see page 26,
Developing Three Themes).
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Measuring Success:

National OQutcomes for Scotland in Action

The project team initially used the
National Performance Framework (NPF)
along with the Sustainable Development
Goals to view the key aims of the project
through a lens of the current strategies
and frameworks for energy, land use, and
planning.

The aim was to translate high-level concepts
like National Performance Indicators’ into
simple and tangible interventions that
members of the community could review
and provide feedback on. This helped
ensure that the data obtained from the
consultation activities was more meaningful,
and also that the project aligned with the
strong ambitions set out in policy and best
practice guidance in the sector and globally.

The most relevant NPF outcomes that the
project could contribute to were identified
and categorised under the three pillars —
economy, environment, and community.
The purpose of this alignment exercise was
to identify the key NPF themes on which the
Bodinglee Wind Farm could deliver tangible,
measurable interventions, which would then
be implemented as part of the application
for the project. Of all the relevant indicators,
it became clear that some would be
impacted more significantly by the proposal,
and these indicators were categorised as
‘primary’ indicators. By taking a holistic
approach to development, direct and
significant benefits across each of these
primary indicators could be achieved, while
also supporting indirect progress across
secondary indicators. Therefore, creating
strong linkages between indicators became
an integral part of the proposal.

National Outcome

The most relevant and likely outcomes are indicated in bold.
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Grow up loved, safe, and respected so that they
realise their full potential

Live in communities that are inclusive,
empowered, resilient, and safe

Are creative and their vibrant and diverse cultures
are expressed and enjoyed widely

Have a globally competitive, entrepreneurial,
inclusive, and sustainable economy

Are well educated, skilled, and able to contribute
to society

Value, enjoy, protect, and enhance their
environment

Have thriving and innovative businesses, with
quality jobs and fair work for everyone

Are healthy and active

Respect, protect, and fulfil human rights and live
free from discrimination

Are open, connected, and make a positive
contribution internationally

Tackle poverty by sharing opportunities, wealth,
and power more equally

BANKSRenewables
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Relevant Indicator
The most relevant have been filtered into three categories:
Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary.

( )
Primary
Communities Economy
* Perceptions of local area e Economic growth
e Community ownership ¢ Natural capital
* Places to interact e Carbon footprint

* Greenhouse gas emissions

* Entrepreneurial activity

¢ Spend on research and
development

Environment

* Energy from renewable sources

* Biodiversity

e Visits to the outdoors

e Condition of protected nature sites

\J J
4 )
Secondary
Education Poverty
e Skill profile of the population e Cost of living
* Young people’s participation e Satisfaction with housing

Fair Work & Business
* High growth businesses
* Innovative businesses

- J
4 )
Tertiary
Health, Human Rights and International
- J

The next section outlines the consultation process, which helped
define the specific proposals that developed out of the above
themes and aims, as well as guiding the iterative design process
of Bodinglee Wind Farm in terms of physical, environmental, and
engineering constraints and the layout of the turbines. This holistic
approach aimed to ensure a more cohesive proposal, based on
broad stakeholder engagement, to crucially deliver regenerative
impact across the local area and Scotland as a whole.
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Sustainable Development Goals:
Targets, Interventions, and Action

In conjunction with the NPF mapping exercise, a similar Interconnection
funnelling process was conducted using the SDGs to filter
through the relevant goals, targets, and indicators upon s N

which the project should positively influence. These were
then compared with the NPF indicators to develop a
synergy across all of the impact areas that an onshore

renewables project could deliver against. 600D HEALTH
AND WELL BEING

SDGs and the National Performance Framework

DECENT WORK AND

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
ECONOMIC GROWTH

AND INFRASTRUCTURE

RESPONSIBLE CLIMATE
1 13

AND COMMUNITIES CONSUMPTION ACTION

AND PRODUCTION

Why use the SDGs?

d | & o

g & &

The SDGs are a set of 17 global goals established by the
United Nations that aim to guide sustainable development
efforts worldwide. These goals cover a range of areas, including
poverty reduction, education, equal opportunities, and

. . ™, Are healthy and Tackle poverty by Are well educated, Have a globally Live in communities Value, enjoy, protect,
environmental SUStamablhty’ among others. active sharing opportunities, skilled, and able to competitive, that are inclusive, and enhance their
wealth, and power contribute to society entrepreneurial, empowered, resilient, environment
The purpose of applying this approach early on in the more equally inclusive, and and safe

. Yo tainabl
project was to encourage and shape a holistic view of the sustainable economy

development. By using the SDGs as a framework for measuring
success, project stakeholders are encouraged to consider
the interconnected nature of development challenges and

the need to address multiple SDGs or goals simultaneously. Could the Bodinglee Wind Farm propose something tangible

Additionally, they provide a globally recognised benchmark, that addresses these topics and goals together?
facilitating accountability and transparency through a clear

set of indicators and targets for measuring progress, enabling
stakeholders to accurately evaluate a project’s impact. Lastly,
the common language and framework for development that

they offer can support collaboration and partnership building - Tackling entrepreneurship in a way which is framed around sustainable businesses. If the benefit

between different stakeholders, including the private sector, fund seeds innovation and creates a ‘place’ for it to thrive, then this ‘place’ would provide additional jobs.
civil society, and governments.

- Specifically aiming to address the decline of the old fossil fuel industry, promoting renewables and
inclusive growth, while keeping ‘place’ and community at its heart.

- Creating an enterprise which is community-owned, provides good-quality jobs, and captures/

Following the mapping and alignment exercises, the project displaces carbon.

team consulted key stakeholders, experts, and members of

the community to shape the next steps, drawing on the NPF - Providing additional nature-based solutions, improving biodiversity, and improving access to nature
and SDGs to demonstrate interconnections which could for local people and visitors.

meaningfully translate into interventions which address relevant
issues for project stakeholders. These were then explored in
more detail during community consultations.

We then developed possible examples during the community consultation (explored in the next section),
for example, investing community benefit funds to help reduce the community’s heating bills with energy
efficiency; proposing new pathways to connect the villages; and planting more trees on the site.
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Consultation strategy and activities

18

BODINGLEE WIND FARM: SUSTAINABLE DESIGN & PLANNING BENEFITS

Consultation Strategy

The consultation strategy was designed to
include a diverse range of voices and to
increase the level of engagement with key
groups. The strategy placed a strong focus
on collaboration, and importantly, gaining
feedback for an iterative design process

to enable the proposal to be meaningfully
shaped by stakeholder input.

Importance of applying a
community-led approach
to the project

Community-led development is a
participatory approach which empowers and
enables community members to lead and
drive the development process in their own
communities. This approach emphasises the
importance of community ownership, active
participation, and decision-making, which
leads to more successful projects, targeted
at the greatest or most acute community
needs. Community-led development also
recognises the strengths and resources
already present in a community and works
to build on them to create long-term

positive change.

The commitments in Banks’ Development
with Care policy and the C2R charter outline
that a community-led approach should be
at the centre of the development process

— not just the community benefit package,
but the iteration of the design, construction,
and operation. The overall sustainability of

a project and the likelihood that the benefit
funds are invested successfully increases

with the strength of the relationship with
community councils and the community
panels formed to manage the funds. Banks’
experience of similar projects in South
Lanarkshire and Scotland has shaped this
approach over time, with each iteration
reacting to the needs of the local community
and the relevant stakeholders. The Kype
Muir Community Partnership (KMCP), for
example, was formed in 2019 and plays a
pivotal role in helping to funnel the benefits of
the Kype Muir Wind Farm to where they are
needed most within the local communities.
The KMCP is recognised as a stand-out
example of what community-led partnership
with developers can achieve, supporting key
issues like health and wellbeing, community
development and disability access through
community action plans and grassroots
community ideas.

Drawing on a wide
range of stakeholders
with unique expertise

Development with Care is about ensuring
that each project takes a holistic view of the
opportunity to make a positive impact across
multiple dimensions simultaneously. To do
this requires collaboration across a wide
range of stakeholders through all phases

of the lifecycle of the project, as illustrated
here and explored in more detail in the
following sections.

Landowners
and Farmers
Ongoing
collaboration
on projects, trade fairs,
training, advice, and
continuous development
of best practice, media
and communications
activity

Workshops, working
groups, events and
collaboration on

rojects
Policy =

makers &
regulators
Government, professional
bodies, local authorities,
statutory consultees

~

Charities and
community groups

Collaboration on
community funds,
meetings and workshops,
long-term partnerships to
deliver impact for people
and communities

\s

Development
with care:
Bodinglee

()

Surveys, reports,
workshops, meetings

Consultants
and Experts

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Local
communities
Community councils,
parish councils,
Face-to-face community
consultation events partnerships
including full public
town-hall events, smaller
workshops, community/parish
council meetings, online

consultations,

Internal employee
events, surveys, workshops
and forums internally to
share, influence and develop
good practice

Employees
Everyone who
works at Banks
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Community Engagement

The following stakeholders were involved in the
consultation process (with further details available
in the Pre-Application Consultation report):

«  Community councils

« Local councillors

« Members of Scottish Parliament
/ Members of Parliament

« Local charities and community
groups

. Local tenants and residents’
associations

« Local schools and young people

« Experts in subject matters relevant to
the project e.g., local historians

Phased and iterative
consultation

Phase 1 of the community consultation followed
the submission of the scoping report, with a
website, online survey, and news release created
to commence the consultation. Meetings were
arranged with community councils to introduce the
project and team to the community. The purpose
of this early phase was to listen carefully to initial
feedback from the community and to compile this
into evidence for the project team to build out for
future consultation with the wider community.

Phase 2 involved preparing for the full public
consultation events which funnelled the issues
in a way that would enable the community to
provide specific feedback to influence the design
phase following the first round of consultation.
During phase 2, a series of consultations with
key stakeholder groups such as community
councils and community interest groups, as well
as statutory bodies such as NatureScot, Historic
Environment Scotland, and South Lanarkshire
Council took place.

Phase 3 involved another full public consultation
on the proposal following changes to the design,
with the key purposes of demonstrating how

the design had changed over time, how the
wider net-positive proposals had been shaped
and had evolved, and inviting final comments

on the design prior to the preparation of the
planning submission. Further focused meetings
with community groups and a range of experts
on topics relevant to the design, such as Local
Energy Scotland were also held.
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Consultation

timeline

(5

&

December 2020
Phase 1 begins
Scoping report

July 2022
Phase 2 begins
Full public consultation

February 2023
Phase 3 begins
Second full public consultation

Early May 2023
Phase 1, 2 and 3 concludes

Late May 2023
Planning application submission

Public consultation using a
combination of digital and
physical tools

A wide range of consultation activities were
employed, to increase the likelihood that more
people would get involved, thereby generating
more valuable feedback for shaping the project.
By using a mixture of digital technology alongside
traditional methods such as consultation events,
workshops, community council meetings,
phone calls, and doorstep consultation within
communities, the team was able to elicit the
most wide-ranging, inclusive, and informative
responses.

ﬂ The Banks Ceoup we X

BOOINGLEE WIND FARM PROPOSALS - Tell
us what you think!

After holding one round of full public events
the surener;, we are keen 10 share what has
emerged from these conversations and hea
local vigws oo how our proposals can Seltver a
positive legacy for the local communiy in the
right way.

AT O consulAton events, visitoes can find out
how feedback has helped shape our plans, Lake
0 Jock a1 0 30 model to see how the proposed
e would look from different local viewpoints
and belp us finaise cur proposals for Bocinglee
Wind Farm

BOOK YOUR PLACE

Tuesday 215t February | Coalbesn Miners
Weilare

Wodnesday 22nd Febeusry | St Sndes Centre
in Douglas

Thursday 23rd Fedevary | Rigside Vitlage Hall

Tuesdoy 261h Fedeuary | Roberton Vilage

berdagroup co uk
Find out more and book an  Learn more
appointment

Digital tools improved the accessibility for
communities, helping to make the process

more inclusive, ensuring that the opinions and
preferences of all members of the community
could be heard. An online exhibition was created,
with interactive surveys, maps, videos, and
project information. An interactive 3D model of the
site was developed so that any household could
see the project sited from their postcode and

in the context of any assets important to them,
and every exhibition event offered that facility

for members of the public. Virtual Town Hall
Meetings enabled community members to join
remotely from their homes, with no physical limit
on attendees, and social media platforms helped
communicate with community members, obtain
feedback, and collaborate on specific elements of
projects, while also helping to keep members up
to date with the project’s progress.

Including young people in the
consultation process

When young people are involved in decisions,
they feel a greater sense of ownership and
responsibility towards the changes that are made,
yet historically, it has been a challenge to involve
this demographic in consultation events. The
project team’s strategy was to actively engage
with schools and young people in the local
villages and the local college, focussing on the
outcomes and impacts that the project could
have, particularly regarding the environment. By
framing the approach around areas that young
people are typically more interested in, and by
acknowledging the fact that younger people

will be the ones most affected by the outcomes
of renewable energy projects as they will have
longer lifetimes to experience the impact of these

BANGS Renawation
- -

—r .
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changes, it was hoped that this key demographic
would be more likely to take action and bring
forward innovative ideas or perspectives that
could benefit the community and the environment.

Twenty-one event attendees filled out a short
survey during this phase with 18 of these
respondents being under 18 and attending

a South Lanarkshire-based school. 100% of
respondents thought that wind energy had

a positive effect on South Lanarkshire; 90%
said they would like to see more local energy
generated by renewable sources (0% gave a
negative answer); and 81% were supportive of
Bodinglee (0% gave a negative answer).

Verbatim feedback highlighted the fight against
climate change, increased renewable energy on
the grid and sustainable energy as key drivers
behind this strong support.
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Phase 1: Early Consultation Following
Submission of the Scoping Report
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This initial phase, conducted during the first
six months of 2021, was about developing an
initial understanding of the needs of the local
community and community councils through

a series of meetings. The overarching
feedback gained from this phase was clear:
make the full public events something that the
communities could relate to and be involved in
to directly influence and shape the final wind
farm proposal.

Reducing the site area by
one-third in response to
community feedback

The most significant feedback came from
Roberton residents, concerned that the area
outlined in the scoping report to the southeast of
the site was too close to the Roberton settlement
if it were to be used for wind turbines. This early-
stage feedback is detailed in the PAC report
submitted alongside the planning application. As a
direct result of this feedback, a substantial change
to the initial design was made. The project team
reduced the size of the site to remove almost a
third of what was first planned to the southeast

of the boundary. This also allowed consideration
of different uses for this area of land whilst still
maintaining a significant site with the potential to
provide thousands of homes with green electricity
as well as contribute significantly towards
Scotland’s net-zero target.

A deeper dive needed for
future consultation phases

Overall, feedback gained from this phase showed
that the community councils of Roberton,
Douglas, Rigside, and Coalburn in particular,
were keen to see something different from this
development proposal in order to tackle the key
issues that they were facing. It became clear that
the next phase of the consultation would need

to dive deeper into specific issues and not just
focus on common, generic questions which would
elicit similar responses around jobs and local
transport concerns. The communities asked us
to return with more concrete issues or themes in
order to deepen the discussion and make it more
meaningful.

Renewables

cnt with care

“The younger generation agree
that renewable energy is the way
forward... an informed public is
better for the community, they
feel less left in the dark and more
inclined to get involved.”

Ellie Nicol, young volunteer from Douglas Universal Connections
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Developing Three Themes
Based on Phase 1 Feedback

From the initial consultations, it was evident that there was a strong desire from the community

Translating th ign principl
to see wind turbine development in this area tackle issues from the very local to the regional. ansia g e des gnp ciples

into three themes

Much of the feedback was along several re-occurring themes that were similar in concept. These
were grouped together, and rather than define these within the original three pillars that the project
team established at the start of the scoping exercise (economy, environment, and community), the
issues were placed within three more distinct and concrete themes that were more relevant to the
community. This would also help to bring the interventions aimed at tackling these issues to life,
helping the community truly understand the purpose and benefits.

Workshops were held with the community and
key stakeholders to further develop the concepts,
the interventions, and the design of the wind farm
and associated infrastructure, considering all
elements of its design holistically — for example,

Environment

Environmental action

Legacy

Landscape, biodiversity,
and natural capital

Integrated energy solutions

Collaborate with the estate

Locally sourced and circular

Rural decarbonisation

Community

Community ownership

Improving life for locals

A place to live, visit, work,
learn, and have fun

Improving the area

A just energy transition
for communities

Sustainable connectivity,
transport, and energy

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH
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Economic
Strategic community benefit

Sustainable jobs:
renewables,
nature-based, heritage

Capitalising on the location
and existing projects

Broader impact of the site

Key partnerships to
create impact

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 1 1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITIES

F

Just Transition

The energy transition taking
place and the transformation
it will bring. Creates change at
a local, community level with
everyone sharing the benefits.

Nature-Postive

Tackling the loss of nature and
regenerating our communities.

Heritage, Place
and Community
Enabling communities to
understand, value, care for,
and enjoy their local heritage.

13 CLIMATE 15 LIFE
ACTION ON LAND

considering technical delivery details and design
alongside proposed benefits. The purpose of this
approach was to strengthen the interconnection
between interventions so that they would

deliver the best outcomes for people and the
environment.

Many of the issues around jobs, energy, and skills
were connected and fell under the same theme
—sharing the benefits of change from the energy
transition at local level and creating a values-based
approach to addressing them — a ‘just approach’,
also known as a ‘just transition’.

The communities of Duneaton, Douglas, Carmichael,
and Thankerton all raised issues which related

to having a net-positive effect on local habitats

and wildlife and how people interact with them.
Thus, the term ‘nature-positive’ was employed to
encompass the ambition to tackle these in the next
phase of the project. Subsequent design workshops
sought to minimise loss of important habitats whilst
simultaneously looking for opportunities to mitigate
and then enhance and create important habitats,
the outcomes of which are outlined in both the
nature-positive masterplan and the Outline Habitat
Management Plan.

Similarly, a number of themes around access to
green space, community ownership, vitality of towns
and villages, and conserving historic buildings and
assets emerged during the Phase 1 consultation
process. These ideas formed the basis of the
‘heritage, place and community’ theme.

Developing an interactive
masterplan

During this stage, the project team began designing
a masterplan to visually represent some of the
land-based opportunities available as a result of

the developing the wind farm and battery storage
scheme at Bodinglee. A 3D model was produced in
tandem with the masterplan so that the site design
could be seen in context throughout the consultation
and members of the community could view the
turbine design directly from their property. This
allowed the community consultation to be engaging
and transparent while it also provided opportunity for
genuine feedback and input into the final design.

BODINGLEE WIND FARM: SUSTAINABLE DESIGN & PLANNING BENEFITS
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1

Battery storage will store
energy when the wind
Battery storage to balance farm produces more than
production and demand : is needed and release it
One key thread running throughout the initial When demand iS hlgh

consultations was the challenge of how the

generation of renewable energy would be balanced —
with demand, and the need for addressing the

viability of wind-generated energy, not just for

Bodinglee but for wind generators in a broader

sense. Plans were developed for a Battery Energy

Storage System (BESS) to directly support this

challenge.

A BESS connected to the site would store the SREIN. -
electricity generated by renewable energy at times e

when production is higher than grid demand, and
would supply the grid with low-cost electricity when
demand is high. The current design proposal for
Bodinglee incorporates a battery capable of storing

up to 106MW electricity, located onsite.

Having this storage capacity would help to reduce
energy bills over the long term and contribute
towards Scotland’s journey to net zero. The battery
alone would displace around 25,767 tonnes of CO,
from the electricity grid annually, the equivalent of
15,493 cars being taken off the road. It would also
help contribute to greater energy security — reducing
the reliance on imported energy and fossil fuels and
helping the UK energy market become more self-
reliant, sustainable, and secure.

The grid carbon displacement calculation is based

on the battery charging at average grid intensity A Q= | N CORPO RAT| N G A
and discharging at time when gas generation is e e BATTERY CAPABLE DISPLACE OVER
needed, thus displacing fossil fuels from generation i ; m

and lowering the grid intensity accordingly. This ! OF STORINGUPTO ; ; ; : = 4 b T T 25,767 TONN Es
calculation is in line with Scottish Government’s il LR Hi g T e = TN

calculation for carbon displacement through wind Ay & % , el s B e — t . OF COZ FROM THE

generation. S : - -:. = : L o : : = GRID EACH YEAR
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Phases 2 and 3:

Two Rounds of Public Events

30
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Overview of
consultation activity

The purpose of this phase was to share
information about the progress of the project and
crucially collaborate with the community, providing
them with the tools and opportunity to help shape
the site design, masterplan, and community
benefits prior to the project team taking these
elements to the next phase of feasibility.

In addition to the full-scale face-to-face public
events, the consultation activity consisted of:

COWNUNITY FEEDBACK, THEMES:

Where might there be
opportunities for improvement?

An interactive online exhibition
accessible to all members of the
community.

An interactive 3D model of the
scheme showing 360-degree views of
the proposal from any location within
10km.

Meeting with local community
councils, local interest groups and
projects, and listening to their views.

Meeting with statutory bodies
including South Lanarkshire Council,
Historic Environment Scotland, and
NatureScot

HATURE-POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT

Working closely with the landowners,
Douglas & Angus Estate.

Working with specialist consultants
to understand how the project could
set the best possible example from an
environmental, social, and economic
perspective.

Meeting with local experts and
facilitating a series of workshops on
topics related to the project such as
heritage and affordable clean energy/
energy efficiency.

Conducting individual house visits in
the community.

Erriches baodiersly, siores coarbon, punifies water and
olion employs nalure-based soksons o acheew fa

PLEASE FANK - 1 [ighest] -7 fowest)

Hemnitwer maioration on archer rearby Fo sl

B WHAT ELSE MIGHT BE IMPORTANT TO YOUT

Upiand Bech planing on andréor ety the sie

Mot e parng 1o sofien commeronl oty In moon
Pl sy mesicration on o rerby he sle

cxann o the land on the sie for nearty communtes
Cormmunity spaces witin andior rearty e pie

Recrantion and toursm lund lor outdoor acshies

Example of the survey
and masterplan draft
used for consultation

BANKSRenewables
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« Raising awareness of the project with
social media posts, news releases,
and an online consultation.

« Conducting a survey to understand
the most important issues for the
local community.

Further iterations of the draft masterplan were
developed following feedback from each of

the two public community consultation events.
Community suggestions were presented in the
consultation flyers, alongside surveys, with the
suggestions grouped under the three themes. The
purpose of this was to encourage further feedback
from the community and prioritise the suggestions
and topics which had already been raised.
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Survey feedback based on the

priorities across each theme

Just Energy &
Transition

The energy transition taking place and the
associated changes it will bring. Creates
change at a local and community level and
shares the benefits of change.

Helping you get affordable renewable energy in

your home
Improving energy efficiency to reduce bills and 2
carbon footprints
Community empowerment: A community-owned 3
organisation to help deliver change
Developing new skills for local people in the new 4
economy
Supporting local businesses by bringing them into

. . 5
the supply chain for the project
Supporting the creation of green jobs and helping 6
local entrepreneurs
Regional renewable energy hub to deliver jobs 7
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Nature
Positive

9]

Tackling the loss of nature and regenerating

our communities. A nature positive
approach enriches biodiversity, stores

carbon, purifies water, and often employs

nature-based solutions to achieve this.

Access to the land on the site for nearby
communities

Community spaces within and/or nearby the site

Native tree planting to soften commercial forestry
in the region

Recreation and tourism fund for outdoor activities

Heather restoration on and/or nearby the site

Peat bog restoration on and/or nearby the site

Upland Birch planting on and/or nearby the site

1

Heritage, Place
& Community

Understanding, valuing, caring, and
enjoying local heritage. Conservation and
enhancement of local environments and
helping communities strengthen their sense
of place in tandem.

A heritage and land-based jobs and skills fund 1
New footpaths for tourists and locals to use 2
Restoring community spaces and heritage assets 3

Restoring the historic Roberton Drove Road

footpaths 4
Local connectivity with better transport 5
Douglas Valley Heritage Improvements: A place to 6

visit

Summary of the feedback

from Phases 1 10 3

Summary of the feedback from
Phases 1t0 3

« The original plan for Bodinglee South
posed a significant impact to local
residents in Roberton who were vocal
about the scoping boundaries —
predominantly that it was too large
with too many turbines.

« Local communities felt there are
lots of community benefit funds in
existence but not enough ‘big ideas’
or tangible outcomes that benefit
the area as a whole, especially
local people in their own homes.
Furthermore, communities often
don’t have the time or capacity to
develop projects themselves or take
advantage of existing community
benefit funds.

« Local communities asked the
project team to think about jobs and
skills beyond the supply chain and
construction phase — maximising
long-term, skilled employment
opportunities through the use of the
community benefit fund.

« The energy transition needs to work
for communities and ideally the
energy bills of those living near the
wind farm should fall.

The need for regulating the
intermittency challenge of wind-
powered electricity through a battery
storage system was discussed, with
the aim of ensuring a continuous
supply to the grid, regardless of
wind speeds.

Nature needs to be at the centre of
the approach — beyond the standard
mitigation approach required by
Environmental Impact Assessments.
The site should improve biodiversity,
carbon capture, and provide access
for communities to enjoy the nature.

Local communities have a strong
sense of identity in the area and want
to preserve the heritage of the place
they call home.

Communities expressed the need

to be active in making decisions

that affect them, for example, how
the benefit funds are spent, and the
communities were keen on ownership
either as part of the project or to have
community land that they could use.

BANKSRenewables
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Design changes in response
to feedback from Phases 1 to 3

An evolving design

Several significant design changes were made
following public consultation and stakeholder
engagement. The first public consultation events
presented a scheme of up to 40 turbines (following
the reduction of the site to remove Scoping Area

C — around 22 turbines). This was further reduced
over a number of design iterations during Phases 2
and 3 to 37 turbines, while the height of 16 perimeter
turbines was also reduced. Additionally, the turbines
were spaced in a way so as not to distort key

views and residential visual amenity. For further
details on design iterations, see Chapter 3 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report.

A focus on low-carbon,
affordable, community energy

Banks Renewables commissioned a report by
Natural Power to investigate opportunities to reduce
energy bills utilising community benefits fund (see
Decarbonisation Strategy Summary Report). The
feedback received through the consultation events
helped shape the scope of the Natural Power

report on community decarbonisation, prioritising
reducing energy bills, decarbonisation, and

support growth of local ‘green’ jobs. A workstream
was developed to explore how this could tackle
multiple issues simultaneously. One of the ideas
was to form a community energy company to act

as the vehicle for delivering lower energy bills and
carbon footprints for local households. Following a
workshop on community decarbonisation, members
of the community councils and attendees of the
consultation events were keen to progress with the
idea of a community energy transition company.
Additional small workshops with experts were held,
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together with advice provided by key stakeholders
and consultants to shape the proposal further, and
detailed work to assess the feasibility of this and
to identify delivery partners commenced. See page
44-47 for a more detailed look at the concept of a
community energy company.

Placing nature front and centre
of the proposal

A draft masterplan was developed based on the
feedback from the early phases of the consultation,
with interventions costed and proposed to the
estate and other key stakeholders in order to
assess feasibility. This was then re-issued as part
of the consultation flyers for further feedback

and refinement. Banks Renewables used the
community priorities to develop ideas for the
nature-based solutions with ecologists, foresters,
land management consultants, and ornithologists,
with a view to deliver biodiversity net-gain and to
maximise carbon sequestration. Site walkovers
took place to understand the current baseline

and potential of the proposed interventions and
likelihood of successfully implementing these before
the masterplan was further revised and the Outline
Habitat Management Plan produced, committing
the project to an extensive nature-positive scheme,
with significant gains in biodiversity and habitat
improvements proposed.

During the Roberton consultation event in Phase 3,
some attendees noted that flooding had increased
in recent years and they questioned whether the
nature-positive interventions could consider natural
solutions to improve water retention upstream in
the catchment area. The masterplan shifted from
wide-spread heather restoration to a mosaic-
habitat proposal including re-wetting of parts of

the site. Early iterations of the masterplan had also
considered the removal of existing tree stands,
however, the survey indicated that they could
support protected species, such as bats. The
decision was therefore made to provide additional
underplanting and management within the existing
coniferous woodland stands. This would have the
double benefit of reducing water run-off, improving
biodiversity, and improving the visual effect of the
non-native features.

A place-based approach

A workstream was activated to explore how some
of the larger themes around vitality of village
centres, access to green space, decarbonisation,
and heritage and place could become central to

the development of the wind farm proposal and its
associated benefits. Local experts were invited to
take part as well as community councils and the
local authority. This place-based approach began
to inform all strands of the project design and linked
into the energy and nature components, with the
central principle being to fully involve those with a
stake in success in the process. Further iterations to
the masterplan took place, with linkages established
to more local projects such as the community
woodland in Douglas (through the Douglas REAL
group) and footpath access (through the Coalburn
Paths project).

Community Engagement:

Key Outcomes

Community sentiment towards the project
became increasingly positive as the
consultations progressed and as the local
communities participated more in the design.

Community sentiment changes
as site area decreased

Initial community feedback to the project at the
very start was mixed, with some strong views
around the saturation of wind turbines in the
area and the lack of tangible, positive impact
that the existing ones had delivered. In the initial
pre-consultation survey, 34 individuals (out of 57)
voiced their opposition to the project (60%), with
particular opposition in the Roberton community.
The significant reduction in the scale of the

wind farm proposal and the reduction in height
of peripheral turbines was seen as a notable
improvement by those residents who had raised
concerns about the scale of the proposal in the
early phases of consultation.

This sentiment evolved during the various
consultation phases, becoming much more
positive as communities were closely involved
in the design and able to express their views,
have their concerns listened to and integrated
into potential design solutions. Following

the community engagement activities during
Phases 1 to 3, the opposition was significantly
reduced. In the first round of engagement, 8 out
of 15 attendees (53%) said they believed the
development would have a positive effect on
South Lanarkshire.

In the second phase of feedback, many residents
of Roberton, although still harbouring concerns at
the proximity of Bodinglee, expressed that they
were pleased at how the project had developed
since the original scoping layout. At the second
round of public events, only one out of 11
respondents believed the project would have an
overall negative effect on the local area at this
stage of the process.

In the second and third round surveys, in which
around 50 individuals provided more qualitative
feedback, the clear takeaway highlighted a very
strong agreement within the community that
Bodinglee will deliver tangible improvements to
local people, local heritage and the environment as
a result of the interventions proposed through the
project. These results also demonstrate that local
people felt that their needs and feedback were
taken into account during this design process.

There was also strong support for the proposed
path network and linkages between villages, with a
desire from many residents that they be more fully
incorporated into the path network.

Strong, positive support for the
decarbonisation strategy

There was a clear desire to see the community
taking a significant role in the wind farm via
community ownership and though management
of the community benefit funds — with the
proposals for home energy improvements

also receiving positive feedback. The strong
engagement with the community councils played
a key role in influencing the attitudes towards

the decarbonisation project, with the positive
support from the community councils for the
energy transition and decarbonisation strategy
to help ensure a just transition which would
benefit the local people directly. This high level
of engagement and support enabled the project
team to create a decarbonisation strategy and
masterplan which would really work for the
community: a truly sustainable, regenerative,
community-led proposal.

Three key themes emerging
from the community concerns

All of the community concerns during the
feedback phases fed into three key themes which
are explored in the next section:

« Ensuring a just transition which would
create local jobs and develop skills
in the local area while also helping
people to reduce their bills.

« Taking a nature-positive approach
in the design, improving local
biodiversity, and providing an
opportunity for local people to
enjoy their natural heritage.

- Ensuring heritage, place, and the
community are built-in to the design
process, enabling the community
to have pride and feel ownership
of the project.

BANKSRenewables
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Overall, a significant proportion of attendees at
the consultation events supported development of
renewable energy in principle and supported the
delivery of the wider benefits proposed associated
with the wind farm and community benefits. There
was recognition that only a larger-scale wind farm
would be able to deliver on the wider benefits
proposed.
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Themes
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Theme 1:
A Just Transition

What is a just transition?

As the economy shifts away from high-carbon
activities and high-carbon energy generation, it is
vital that no one is left behind in the process. This
is particularly relevant for areas such as Douglas
and Rigside, which have historically had a high
concentration of carbon-intensive jobs.

A just transition aided by the Bodinglee Wind

Farm, therefore, should support change at a local,
community level, with the benefits of the change
being shared with the entire community. The
change should not be unaffordable — support
must be offered to those struggling to reduce their
environmental footprints. A just transition also helps
those who are most at risk of climate-induced
adverse weather to adapt to these changes.

As the project was being designed, the intention
was for everyone in the community to share their
views and be able to influence the proposal so that
it truly works for them. The aim was to help people
create the change needed within communities and
not just present the wider benefits of the wind farm
for society. As well as the need for quality jobs and
skills development, the communities were keen to
draw a connection between the rising cost of fuel
and the related climate impact of carbon-intensive
and energy-inefficient homes, and how these are
affecting their every-day lives.

Why is a just transition
important?

A clear view shared by community members during
the early consultation phases was that they support
renewable energy generation in principle, however
they did not currently feel the benefit of cheaper,
renewable energy sources. This, in part, is due to
the structure of the UK grid network and energy
markets, as well as the presence of many rural
off-gas grid dwellings in this area, and therefore
not directly resolvable by the Bodinglee Wind Farm
proposal.

However, it was recognised that there could be
opportunities arising from the wind farm community
benefit fund that would help address energy bills
and reduce carbon demand simultaneously. With

a community benefit fund of approximately £53
million over the lifetime of the project, there was a
consideration as to whether all or part of this fund
could be ringfenced to deliver energy efficiency

and decarbonisation measures in a strategic way to
the communities surrounding the Bodinglee Wind
Farm. The strength of feeling and genuine concern
for many around the cost of living and the impact
on fuel poverty within the community was clear, and
shaped many of the ideas put forward in the survey
conducted in July 2022 and illustrated here.

Conducting the survey helped to prioritise the
issues, and helped determine that fully supporting
the community in the transition would be paramount,
and that the community would need to see the direct
benefits from the energy generated at the wind farm.
It also became clear that multiple topics listed in the
survey could be tackled simultaneously.

BANKSRenewables
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Just Energy
Transition

The energy transition taking place and the
associated changes it will bring. Creates
change at a local and community level and
shares the benefits of change.

Helping you get affordable renewable energy in
your home

Improving energy efficiency to reduce bills and
carbon footprints

Community empowerment: A community-owned
organisation to help deliver change

Developing new skills for local people in the new
economy

Supporting local businesses by bringing them into
the supply chain for the project

Supporting the creation of green jobs and helping
local entrepreneurs

Regional renewable energy hub to deliver jobs

Key priorities from the first phase of public consultation

PLANNING BENEFITS
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Theme 1:
A Just Transition

Digging deeper: tackling fuel
poverty and climate change for
local communities

Tackling the root cause of top priority issues
identified by the community — such as home
decarbonisation, energy efficiency, and rising or
volatile energy costs — was a key of aim of the
project.

To understand how this could be done, a report from
Natural Power was commissioned to identify the
direct opportunities to help the 6,500 households in
the vicinity of the project (the ‘Clydesdale area’).

The study assessed the quality and energy
efficiency of the existing housing stock in the

area and assessed the technical feasibility and
benefits of implementing energy efficiency
measures and low carbon energy generation for
these homes. It analysed a series of route-maps

to implement interventions with a range of costs,
household savings, carbon savings, and associated
jobs creation. The results demonstrate which
interventions could be implemented to decarbonise
the homes, within an annual budget of £5,000 per
MW over the lifetime of the wind farm.

The following pages detail the main findings from
the report — the current state of housing stock, the
energy use and emissions generated in the area
from energy consumption, and the opportunities that
the wind farm could present to address these topics.
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The study area: A 10km radius around the site, which included the Lesmahagow settlement

Theme 1:
A Just Transition

Clydesdale: low efficiency
buildings with a high carbon
footprint

Around 6,500 households are located within 10km of
the site, with the following characteristics:

Diverse mix of housing types - with a
high proportion of older housing.

High prevalence of low-efficiency
housing types.

High prevalence of fuel poverty.

All of these indicators are above
average for Scotland.

More than two-thirds of the properties
will need to be improved by 2033 (or
earlier) in line with national regulations.

All settlements/villages except
Lesmahagow and Thankerton are off-
gas, with electricity and oil the next
most prevalent heat sources.

Per-household carbon emissions from
energy use are 1.7 times higher than
the UK average.

BANKSHenewables
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Clydesdale: high levels of fuel poverty

All regions within the Clydesdale area showed significant levels of fuel poverty. The proportion of
Scottish households that experienced fuel poverty in winter 2022/23 was estimated to be 35%, while many
settlements with the Clydesdale area had rates much higher than this national average, as illustrated here:
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Clydesdale: wide variety of heat sources Clydesdale: majority of carbon
emissions are generated from heating
Lesmahagow is the only settlement connected to the gas grid,

all other settlements are primarily heated by electricity or oil, as

Building heating accounts for 80% of all domestic carbon
illustrated in the chart below.

emissions in the area. Oil-heated homes account for 41% of these
emissions, yet account for a much smaller number of homes.

Heat source by settlement

Domestic carbon emissions by source

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Lesmahagow P n=2134
Douglas B =774
Coalburn B n=5ot 93
Rigside B n=373 1%
Symington . B n =345
Thankerton [ n=224
Smaller villages B =204t

® Electricity @ Oil ® LPG ® Maingas @ Communal @ No heating/hot water system @ Unknown

/ / Breakdown of domestic energy-
802 992 !

Although some local-authority properties have heat pumps installed, related carbon emissions for the
the majority of electrical heated properties do not use heat pumps. o ° study area housing stock.

. I Y . p P . . P P 4 /0 4 /0 Numbers haved been rounded to
While these are still less carbon intensive than gas- or oil-powered remove decimel points
heating, the costs for residents are high, possibly as a result of

insufficient insulation within the homes. In general, it was noted that ® Electricity @ Oil ® Biomass/solid ® LPG
the more deprived settlements have a higher prevalence of electric
heating and higher fuel poverty, while the less deprived settlements ® Maingas @ Communal @ Non-heating use

have a higher prevalence of oil heating and lower fuel poverty.
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Clydesdale:
The Opportunity

Equipped with the understanding of the
housing stock within the Clydesdale area,

the different building types, fuel sources,

and fuel poverty rates, opportunities were
identified to simultaneously improve the
energy efficiency of the buildings, implement
low carbon heating and electricity generation,
and ultimately reduce the energy costs for
the community.

A ‘fabric-first’ approach was proposed, with
the priority to improve the energy efficiency of
the buildings before considering more costly
measures such as the installation of low carbon
heating systems (heat pumps) and renewable
electricity generation from rooftop solar.

The study considered several varying but
specific goals, and a range of deployment rates,
all of which were within the Bodinglee Wind
Farm community fund budget. The following
three scenarios were identified to understand
the potential opportunities available to the
Clydesdale community:

Positive Social Return on Investment: All
feasible measures are installed that offer a
positive Social Return on Investment (SROI) —
a measure of the social value delivered by an
investment, which includes energy bill savings,
comfort of occupants, and health benefits.

Carbon Focus: All feasible measures are
installed that offer a certain level of value for
money in terms of carbon savings per £ of
investment.

Fuel Poverty Focus: All feasible measures are

installed that offer fuel-poor households energy
bill savings of at least £100 per year.
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Fuel Poor Low Cost of CO,
Total capital cost £46m £32m £45m
Total capital cost minus max. available
grants (amount to be covered by Bodinglee £33m £19m £25m
Wind Farm community benefit funds)
Annual carbon saved (tCO,e/yr) 5,774 4,037 9,954
Annual energy bill savings (£/yr) £4.4m £2.5m £2.4m
SROI 132% 135% 19%

Between the three different delivery scenarios
there were variations in which types of
properties received the most investment, and
which technologies where more prevalent.

For example, in the carbon reduction scenario,
more focus was placed on replacing oil-heated
heat pumps, and installing solar PV, while

in the fuel poverty focus scenario, greater
attention was directed to the replacement

of electric heating with heat pumps and
insulation.

Floor Heat source
insulation upgrades

Loft insulation
(inc. top-up)

The scenarios demonstrate that the Clydesdale
community would have the means and
flexibility to target the community funding

to the areas that impact them the most and
be able to share in the benefits. The report
estimates reductions in annual energy costs
of between £2.4 - £4.4 million — more

than double the amount invested from

the community benefit fund (£1.33 million
annually), and annual carbon emissions
reductions of between 4,000 - 10,000
equivalent tonnes per year, depending

on the deployment scenario chosen.

-- L
L

Cavity wall
insulation

Internal wall
insulation

The report also outlined a compelling case

for jobs generation — between 150 - 200
locally-based full time (FTE) job years could
be created from this investment within the
region. In addition to the jobs arising from the
investment and interventions, the community
energy company itself would require employed
individuals to support the delivery of the
strategy, creating up to a further 160 FTE jobs,
assuming a small workforce of between 1 - 4
people would be employed locally. Local skills
in ‘green’ industries could also be developed
if the funds are used to help local businesses
in the field of heat and low-carbon buildings,
effectively creating an ecosystem of expertise
in the region.

S

External wall
insulation

Rooftop
Solar PV

Community Workshop
on an Affordable Energy Transition

Given that such a compelling case was
evidenced by the Natural Power report,
the project team wanted to include a
wider range of local people and experts
to understand how the opportunity
could be delivered in practical terms,
together with exploring how in the short
term - outside the Bodinglee project -
some actions could be agreed upon to
help the local area more broadly.

A workshop was held in Douglas which
included a range of stakeholders from the
local area:

e  Community councils

e Local councillors

e  Local community groups

e  Young people from the local high
school

e Local Energy Scotland
e  Energy Savings Trust

e  South Lanarkshire Council

[
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The problem

Fear about fuel bills and fuel poverty

Misinformation on the issue
— mythbusting and certification needed

Lack of capacity in communities to solve the problem

Community benefit funds don’t help the issue
directly in people’s homes and there are
already lots of grant funds

Lack of sufficient building insulation programmes

Lots of old and different types of houses

Access to grants not easy

Not enough high-quality installers and often not local

Factors to consider when
developing solutions

Need to include the community voice in any
solution proposed

Support needed to cover upfront costs for solutions

Local authority not able to support

Solution needs to address skills and local employment

Need to redesign the community benefit funds in a
different, more impactful way

Delivery model should benefit people directly in
their homes

Delivery should bridge the gap between
government support and those in fuel poverty

-

Potential solutions could involve

Wind farm funds to pilot innovative
collaboration solutions

A one-stop-shop combining solutions

Delivery model should benefit people directly in
their homes

Delivery should bridge the gap between government
support and those in fuel poverty

Local innovations which promote a circular economy
and supply chain
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The Solution:

Re-thinking Community Benefits for an Affordable Energy Transition

The proposal which emerged from the workshops
was to create a new community body to help
local people obtain affordable, clean energy and
better home insulation. It would provide a service
to local residents to assess the energy efficiency
of their homes, organise installers for energy
efficiency improvements, and fund measures to
help them achieve these improvements.

Funded by the wind farm, run by
the community

Once home surveys and assessments have been
carried out, the community body would bridge the
funding gap between available government grants
with the funds generated by the wind farm, in order to
finance the home improvements. Banks Renewables
would work with local communities to establish a
panel to determine how the community body would
invest the benefit funds to deliver on these goals.

The proposed name for the new community body

is the Clydesdale Community Energy Transition Co.
(CCETco), although further consultation with the
community may result in another name being chosen.
Banks Renewables proposes that the organisation

is funded by the community benefit payments

from Bodinglee Wind Farm (around £53 million

over the project’s lifetime). It is acknowledged that
establishing this body would require a commitment
from the community to make it a reality, but it could
create much-needed benefits for the community, and
a high level of support for this already exists within
the communities.

In addition, a 1% share of the wind farm would be
gifted to the community body and a further 9%
would be offered at market value. If the community
does not wish to take up the ownership offer, then
an enhanced benefit payment (above the £5,000 per
MW) would be offered to help fund the organisation
and ensure its success.
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Rotating SLC

Community

representatives EmpIQ)_/ees
" Decision
Decision makin
making 9

Banks

councillors - two
from each ward

Creating Clydesdale Advisory
Community Energy
Transition Co.

A community-owned and governed
organisation, supported by experts

PLEASE NOTE: The governance structure shown
is illustrative and may change following consultation
with the community and other stakeholders

How will the community have
their say?

The community would be the key decision makers
and would own the CCETco through an appropriate
legal entity (e.g., charity organisation or social
enterprise). The organisation would be able to
choose a delivery pathway with the community taking
the key decisions on how the community benefit
funds are to be invested. It would also be able to
react to other needs defined by the community — if
necessary — such as direct payment towards bills if
the circumstances would warrant this.

Banks Renewables proposes helping to establish the
organisation and enable it to hire its first development
manager. Funds would be made available for this

Renewables
Advisory

SLC
Economic
Development
Advisory

Rotating
local experts
Advisory

from the community benefit fund and to deliver
further pilot projects prior to commissioning. The
governance structure could include support from
professional positions funded by the community
benefit fund, with advisory positions for South
Lanarkshire Council, local councillors, Banks
Renewables, local businesses and experts in the area
such as the Energy Saving Trust and Local Energy
Scotland.

This panel would enable the community to have their
say on how the CCETco is run. The ownership offer,
together with community-led governance, would
provide a strong platform for long-term positive
impact for the region and allow communities to
tackle the domestic element of the energy transition
themselves.

Community Energy Co: What
could the model look like?

The CCETco could act as a bridge between the
government grants, the local community needs, the
private sector (through the wind farm itself), and
the community of local businesses that would be
contracted to deliver the interventions within the
households in the region. The community panel
would decide the extent to which it takes on the
operations and delivery of this or decide to contract
this to another body with existing expertise.

BANKSHenewables
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Bodinglee
Wind Farm

Share/
dividends

Annual community
fund payments

Government
grant funding
for specific
measures

Act as local
bridge betv:een_ : Training and Supply chain Home Funded equipment
government, private, upskilling management / surveys installations

and third sector framework contracts

Pilot projects
as test case
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The Solution:
Re-thinking Community Benefits for an Affordable Energy Transition

How could a member of the
community access the service?

An example customer journey is illustrated below to demonstrate the ways in
which the community could interact with the community body and the support
it could provide:

Clydesdale Community
Energy Transition Company
(CCETco) notifies members of
community that fully funded
energy measures are available

Person contacts CCETco
to express interest

CCETco carries out
home survey, and makes

recommendation of energy
efficiency measures

Person agrees to
proposed measures

CCETco organises, funds, and
procures measures through
framework contractors, utilising
mix of community financing and
available government funding

Person has new energy
efficiency measures installed,
saving on costs and cutting
carbon emissions

The community can decide if they want to use some of the money in their funding
for direct energy bill support to some households, although this is not intended to
be the primary aim.

Case studies would be used to demonstrate success and an annual report
would be produced for various stakeholders (the Scottish Government,
Banks, the SLC, the community)
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A platform for climate action and
community ownership

One of the key learning points from the consultation
was that there is a lack of capacity in the region

to deliver projects through the existing wind farm
funds. The evidence for investing community benefit
funds into the CCETco is strong: the predicted
social return on investment indicates that more than
double the annual benefit fund amount could be
saved in fuel costs for the community, in addition to
creating hundreds of FTE job years.

The community also wants direct involvement in

the governance of the community benefit proposal.
The governance structure of the community energy
company model would provide a shared platform for
developers, the local authority, and experts to help
the community with energy-related decision making,
and to help professionalise the administration of the
fund — helping to ensure that the fund is invested
with impact.

With a clear request from the community for an
ownership offer, the creation of the community body
would also provide an appropriate entity to which
the share offer could be made, and thus increase
the likelihood that the offer is taken-up effectively.
The fact that the entity would have funding secured
through the benefit funds would also improve the
likelihood that it would be able to raise capital to
purchase the additional 9% share at market rates,
given the security of that funding stream to borrow
against.

When up and running, this relatively innovative
concept would provide important insights into

how community-led climate action can develop in
partnership with private enterprise and government.
As such, it is important that case studies and an
annual report are compiled with partners such as
Local Energy Scotland and the Energy Savings
Trust, to fully understand and communicate the
learnings, progress, and outcomes.

In summary the proposal will:

Offer a community benefit fund offer of
£5,000 per MW of installed wind capacity per
year for community investment purposes,
totalling approximately £1.3 million per year
(based on a 259 MW proposal).

This investment would be directed by the
local community through the proposed
community body (CCETco), for local
decarbonisation initiatives, creating new
jobs and skills training opportunities,
upgrading of local amenities and facilities.

Offer 1% equity stake at no cost, with a
further 9% shared ownership offer of the
wind farm to local communities.

An enhanced community benefit payment
would be made if the community decide not
to take up the share offer, broadly equivalent
to the income from the 1% shareholding.
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Connect2Renewables Commitment:
Economic Impact, Local Investment and Green Jobs

The Bodinglee Wind Farm proposal

adheres to the commitments outlined in

the Connect2Renewables charter, which

is included in the planning application. The
charter seeks to maximise the benefits of
renewable energy developments for local
people and the local economy, and achieves
this through the following:

e  Committing to deliver as high a
percentage as possible of the contracted
construction value to companies local to
the site — local contractors who tender
within 10% of the best quote will be
prioritised. Local contractors will also
be added to a database for pooling local
talent for future projects, channelling more
expenditures to local businesses.

South Local
Lanarkshire Area
25.8 29.9

e  Working in partnership with the local
authority to provide a jobs and training
scheme to help local people back into
employment by helping them to gain
apprenticeships and workplace learning
placements.

o Establishing a local Community Advisory
Panel for each project, whose role will
be to identify and advise on local good
causes for grant-making purposes for the
development’s community fund.

The impacts of integrating the C2R commitments
to utilise local businesses were explored and
highlighted in a report, conducted by BiGGAR
Economics for Banks Renewables in 2022. The
report used evidence from the construction and
operation of Kype Muir and Middle Muir Wind

Regional
m_

Farms, and estimated that the economic impact
associated with development and construction of
Bodinglee Wind Farm could be as follows:

A total project investment of £837.4 million
with £458.3 million in the region (60km) and
£160.3 million in South Lanarkshire™". Over
the lifetime of the wind farm, total expenditure
associated with these contracts is expected to
support:

£96.3 million GVA and 207 job years in South
Lanarkshire"

£103.4 million GVA and 260 job years in the
local area (30km radius)""

£311.9 million GVA and 1,020 job years in the
regional area (60km radius)"

CAPEX™" 122.5 140.5 165.4 397.4
OPEX™ 134.8 134.8 335.8 335.8 388.4 439.9
TOTEX™ 160.6 164.7 458.3 476.3 553.8 837.4
Total (%)" 19% 20% 55% 57% 66% -
Total (%)
Excluding 23% 23% 65% 66% 76% -
Battery™*"

BiGGAR ics C: Note, totals may not sum due to rounding.

Socio-economic data presented in this document are sourced from multiple economic reports

A Denotes the economic impact report included as part of this application

AN Denotes an economic impact report with case study evidence, available at https://www.banksgroup.co.uk/projects/renewables/bodinglee-wind-farm/project-documents/

£346.6 million GVA and 1,277 job years
in Scotland”

£461 million GVA and 2,468 job years in
the UK"

This represents 65% of the lifecycle investment
of the wind farm being delivered regionally™*"
and 55% including the battery storage (BESS)".

Overall, 23% of all expenditure on Bodinglee Wind
Farm could be secured in South Lanarkshire and
the local area (within 30km), while 65% could

be secured in the regional area (within 60km),
66% in Scotland, and 76% in the UK***. These
percentages reduce when the battery is included
in the project given the only procurement solution
for this technology is currently overseas.

Additionally, the Natural Power assessment
conducted in 2022 showed that the number

of FTE job years created by the investment

into energy efficiency measures could range
from 170 - 400, dependent on the pathway the
community chooses - reflecting the potential to
double the number of FTE jobs years created in
the local authority area from the development
and construction of the wind farm itself.

OF THE LIFECYCLE
INVESTMENT OF THE

WIND FARM INVESTED
REGIONALLY"**

Theme 2:
Nature Positive

Tackling the loss of nature and
regenerating local communities

The decline in the populations of important species
and habitats around the world and closer to home

in Scotland has become a critical issue that is
inextricably linked to climate change. The concept
of nature positive involves enhancing the resilience
of the planet and societies to halt and reverse nature
loss. It has become a strong movement in recent
years, with leaders from governments, businesses,
and civil society committing to action. A nature-
positive approach can enrich biodiversity, improve
landscape character, help tackle climate change
through carbon sequestration, purify and protect
vital water sources, and provide natural flood
management by slowing flood water, drawing on the
power of nature itself to provide the solution.

By incorporating nature-based solutions into the
Bodinglee project, these scalable strategies can

be utilised to help achieve Scotland’s climate and
biodiversity targets, while simultaneously enhancing
the livelihood of local people and their resilience to
the impact of climate change.

The Bodinglee Wind Farm itself will displace
hundreds of thousands of tonnes of carbon from
the atmosphere each year, helping to tackle
climate change. Furthermore, due to the scale of
the development and the available land area — of
which only a proportionately small amount will be
taken up by the construction of wind turbines —
there is an opportunity for the project to bring a
net-positive impact to the local area’s biodiversity
by supporting alternative land uses including the
existing agricultural uses and habitat creation and
enhancements.

Public consultations made clear that this is an issue
many local people are passionate about. By working
together with local people and community councils,

the project team has designed a number of nature-
positive initiatives which would be delivered as part
of the Bodinglee project.

Nature-based solutions
proposed for Bodinglee

After the initial cost and feasibility assessment, it
was agreed with the Douglas & Angus Estates that
all of the physical interventions that were suggested
by the community as part of the consultation were
feasible and these were incorporated into to the next
iteration of the masterplan following the first round
of public events.

Working with nature to restore areas of peat,
forestry, and heather will provide substantial areas
of habitat in which important local species will thrive.
This will also sequester carbon from the atmosphere
and build resilience into the area to protect against
some of the adverse impacts of climate change such
as flooding — one of the issues raised during the
public consultations.

With the improved access proposed through and
around the site and the parcels of land that The
Estate has agreed to allow the community to use
for growing, planting, and beekeeping, the level
of interaction within the communities towards
the natural assets of the area can be significantly
increased.

There are also further potential opportunities with
nature-based business models which could generate
new income streams for the tenant farmers and

The Estate if adopted. For example, the emerging
market for biodiversity, carbon, and water credits
could be a way for the land use and associated
income generated from it to align to both social
outcomes in terms of farmers’ livelihoods and also
key environmental outcomes.

Nature

Positive

Tackling the loss of nature and regenerating
our communities. A nature-positive
approach enriches biodiversity, stores
carbon, purifies water, and often employs
nature-based solutions to achieve this.

IDEA

Access to the land on the site for nearby
communities

Community spaces within and/or nearby the site 2

Native tree planting to soften commercial forestry

in the region 2
Recreation and tourism fund for outdoor activities 4
Heather restoration on and/or nearby the site 5
Peat bog restoration on and/or nearby the site 6
Upland Birch planting on and/or nearby the site 7

Key priorities from the first phase of public consultation

AAN Denotes a “Wind Farm only” economic report, available at https://www.banksgroup.co.uk/projects/renewables/bodinglee-wind-farm/project-documents/
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Key Outcomes: Nature-positive land
management and planting strategy

Please see the Landscape Concept Masterplan (page 51) for an indicative visual representation of the
proposed nature-positive interventions, which consist of both required mitigation and significant levels
of enhancement. These are supported by the Outline Habitat Management Plan which has been submitted
as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (TA6.4). These will be superseded by detailed
versions of both documents post consent and subject to further refinement.

Broad-leaved woodland planting

Up to 44 hectares of broad-leaved woodland planting
and upland birch scrub will be planted. This will be
used to soften the edges of the existing Scots pine
plantations and non-native spruce plantations with
native, broad-leaved species. Under-planting of the
Scots pine where these have been grazed heavily in
the past will create a lower layer of vegetation and
increase biodiversity. Feathered edges and variation
of canopy density will provide a more varied habitat
and encourage biodiversity, with black grouse and
a range of woodland bird species benefitting from
enhanced nesting and foraging opportunities.

Carefully located upland birch scrub along
watercourses would provide suitable habitat for
black grouse and inclusion of native species such
as rowan, willow species, hawthorn (in drier areas)
and alder (in wetter areas) would also be beneficial
to wildlife. Planting along watercourses also helps
to reduce peak water flows, providing some natural
flood water alleviation.

Blanket bog restoration

Up to 11 hectares of hag restoration of blanket bog is
proposed. Flow Moss is the main area of blanket bog
within the site, but it is actively eroding, creating bare
peat hags. The project proposals include installing an
effective water retention scheme at the main outflows
from the peatland to help rewet and restore the peat
bog. Healthy peat bog acts as an essential carbon
sink as well as being a valuable habitat for wildlife
and biodiversity.

A further 37 hectares of peatland habitat
enhancement is proposed through ditch blocking;
the water-retaining capacity of modified peatlands
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could be significantly improved by closing up the
ditch network. Slowing the movement of water off the
hill will raise the water table within the bog masses,
encouraging colonisation by peat-forming species,

in particular Sphagnum mosses. Improving the water
retaining capabilities of these habitats also reduces
the ‘peakiness’ of storm flows on watercourses for
which these peatlands form the upper catchments.

Moorland restoration

The whole site can be broadly categorised as

open moorland, and measures to improve land
management practices could result in biodiversity
increases across more than 1,300 hectares of the
site. Opportunities to enhance and restore heathland
features are proposed, including managing the land
so that heather is restored, bringing benefits for bird
species and other fauna such as reptiles.

Optimising the land management to improve
biodiversity by varying farming practices, reducing
overgrazing at certain times of the year, and
implementing predator control can all help facilitate
the restoration and enhancement of a more diverse
and mosaic habitat structure across the site.

Rush pasture management

Up to 72 hectares of rush pasture enhancement
through ditch blocking could be achieved. Rush
pastures are one of the most frequently encountered
habitats on the site. These can be important habitats
for wading birds such as lapwing, curlew, and snipe.
However, current conditions on site are unfavourable.
Rewetting areas and managing the rush pasture
would help promote slowed water run-off, and also
provide benefits for wading birds.

Nature-Positive
EWYES

Access to the land

We will introduce non-motorised,
multi-use footpaths linking the villages

of Douglas, Roberton and Crawfordjohn,
with new signage and interpretation
boards focussed on the natural
environment on and nearby the site.

This will provide:

Access for local communities and
an enhanced experience of the
natural environment.

Heather restoration
We will restore iconic heather landscape

on the local moorland on and around the

Bodinglee site.

This will provide:
A key role in enhancing the habitats of
local species. This will also benefit the

local landscape character and the nearby

Special Landscape Areas.

Native tree planting

We will plant native broad-leaved tree
species on the edges of commercial
forestry plantations.

This will provide:

A softer appearance to these plantations
in the wider landscape, as well as
improving biodiversity and sequestering
carbon from the atmosphere.

Douglas Valley Landscape Enhancements
The designed landscape surrounding the remains of the castle
form the core of the Douglas Valley SLA. The masterplan

has highlighted a wide area in which to develop a detailed
management plan with Douglas & Angus Estate, in conjunction
with HES and other stakeholders, with opportunities to enhance
local heritage, access, and tourism. A separate masterplan detail
has been developed for this area, please see HJB/4103/155.

Community spaces

We will facilitate the purchase or use of
land for nature-based projects such as a
community gardens, flower meadows, or

As part of the detailed land management proposals
for the Habitat Management Plan, suitable areas

of rush pasture will be positively managed for
breeding wading birds. This wil include creation

of wader scrapes and blocking of ditches to help
diversify vegetation cover. Target species include
Gurlew, Lapwing, Snipe and Redshank.

This will provide:

A space for communities to engage with
nature, grow food, learn about the natural
environment, and come together.

P2
Rigside
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Peat bog restoration

We will restore, enhance and manage
natural peat bogs on-site and off-site.

Moorland Management Plan

A detailed land management plan will be developed
as part of the Habitat Management Plan, that will
target heather moorland, rush pasture and other
peat land habitats, including fine-scale mosaics of
small habitat patches that are of high conservation
significance. This will focus on control of grazing
numbers and drainage across a large area of
the landscape, with the potential for significant

This will provide:

A habitat for a range of species as well
as storing thousands of tonnes of carbon
dioxide, tackling nature loss and climate
change simultaneously.

Upland birch scrub

We will plant upland birch scrub
along watercourses on and nearby
the Bodinglee site.

This will provide:

A boost to a habitat that has been lost
from the site, benefiting a number of local
species like black grouse. This will also
benefit the character of the landscape.

Upland Birch/Oak Scrub
This is an important ecological habitat,
once common across Scotland.
Establishment of this habitat, along
the small burns that have shaped this
rolling moorland landscape, has the
potential to benefit a number of key
species, in particular Black Grouse.
Establishment of this scrub would also ¢
be beneficial to landscape character,
helping to strengthen landscape

Peat Bog Restoration

~ monitoring has the potential to

benefits/enhancements to the local
area. Important plants, including

peat-builders are to be supported,
and will help provide natural carbon
capture. Please see the Outline
Habitat Management Plan TA6.4

INOTE: Not to scale. Images are indicative.

' Native Woodland Edge

Native broadleaved woodland edge habitat
will be established to soften the appearance
of the northern conifer plantation along with
the smaller clumps of conifer plantation
scattered across the area. This wil also have
biodiversity benefits in particular for black
grouse and a range of woodland bird species,
with enhanced nesting and foraging resource.
This will be further enhanced by installation of
bird boxes targeting smaller bird species.

Scots Pine
Management
Existing Scots Pine copses will
be managed and enhanced where |
suitable to increase the ecological
value of these isolated woodland
pockets, including planting of
native understory species.

The idea of community food production s one that is growing
around the world and with current increase in food costs is sure
to catch on in this country. Communities local to the site have

expressed an interest in taking control of some land for a nature
positive project such as woodland and/or wild flower meadows
but could also include food production and even bee keeping.

Enhanced Access @

Enhancing public access also plays an
important role in heritage community and
place and the masterplan seeks to develop a
network of high-quality multi-user paths with
signage, way marking and interpretation. A
key element of this network is the Roberton
Historic Drove Road. We would also look to
incorporate paths linking with other similar
schemes where possible to increase the
number of connected pathways.

Sitka Spruce
Cold Management
Chapel Existing small blocks of Sitka Spruce
- will be managed to enhance their
~ecological value. This will include the
felling of mature Sitka Spruce and
replacement with native broadleaved
woodland or Scots Pine.
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Theme 3:

Heritage, Community, and Place

Enabling communities to take

pride in their local heritage

This theme brings together a place-based approach,
recognising the importance of local assets and

the local environment in building a strong sense of
place and resilience into local towns and villages
and encouraging vitality. Heritage, community,

and place means supporting and enabling the
understanding, conservation, and enhancement

of local environments and helping communities

strengthen their sense of place in tandem.
Why is this important?

This approach aims to target the specific
circumstances of the region and engage local
people as active participants in development

and implementation. Place-based approaches

can complement the bigger picture of services

and infrastructure by identifying local assets and
expertise to both conserve and enhance community
assets and promote vitality within communities.

By identifying these in partnership with the local
community, practical improvements can be made
to the area, such as improved amenities, access,
education, and skills, making the local area an
attractive place to live, visit, work in, and experience
for everyone, whilst the connection local people
have to the place they call home can be deepened

and strengthened.

The approach proposed in this plan complements
the wider picture of cultural heritage in the region. In
particular, this area has several important heritage
assets including the Douglas Conservation Area, as
well Douglas Castle and The Policies landscaped

grounds.

By working closely with the community and

local experts through a series of workshops and
consultations, the project team has designed a
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range of initiatives to bring the aforementioned
themes to the forefront. These will be delivered as
part of the project, aiming to make this an even
more attractive place both for tourists visiting the
area and the people that call it home.

Please see Douglas Valley Landscape Masterplan
(page 54) and Landscape Concept Masterplan
(page 51) for an indicative visual representation

of the proposed heritage, community, and place
interventions. These will be superseded by a
detailed version post consent and subject to further
refinement.

What the community rated
as important

Heritage, Place
& Community

Understanding, valuing, caring and
enjoying local heritage. Conservation and
enhancement of local environments and
helping communities strengthen their sense
of place in tandem.

Restoring community spaces and heritage assets 3

Restoring the historic Roberton Drove Road

footpaths 4
Local connectivity with better transport 5
Douglas Valley Heritage Improvements: A place 6

to visit

Key priorities from the first phase of public consultation

Summary of community
consultations

The varied responses from the three
closest settlements to the proposed
development highlighted the need for
bespoke, place-based interventions to
ensure that each community benefits in a
way that is appropriate to their aspirations
and needs. The responses can be
summarised as:

o Local heritage is vitally
important to a wide range
of local stakeholders from
local community councils
and heritage groups, on both
a personal and economic
(tourism) level.

« Douglas heritage is deeply
connected to ‘The Policies’
area and the Douglas Valley
landscape, and strengthening
this connection with paths,
interpretation, and signage
would provide a tangible
benefit to the local heritage.

« The Rigside community
were passionate about their
involvement in the historic
mining legacy in the area and
also about safe access to
green spaces.

Roberton residents were
primarily interested in the
natural heritage of the area
and supported the proposals
for multi-user paths and
circular walks.

Heritage- and land-based skills
were reiterated as a highly
important piece of local culture
and economy, and it was
agreed that the development
of skills that involving working
with traditional buildings
should be supported and
encouraged.

Three buildings were identified
as potential pilot projects for
restoration (Douglas Museum,
Douglas Arms Hotel and

St. Bride’s Church). These pilot
projects could be used to help
develop heritage conservation
skills with local tradespeople,
with an understanding that the
buildings along Douglas high
street would also benefit from
this kind of specialist local
skillset.

A current lack of local
community buildings was
noted, highlighting a need for
more community focal points
and gathering places.

Heritage, Community, and Place
Initiatives

Heritage and land-
based jobs and skills

We will support local skills and roles in
traditional heritage and land-based roles
by hiring and contracting locally for
restoration and land-based work that

is part of the Bodinglee project.

This will provide:

New jobs in sustainable roles and
traditional areas of expertise specific
to the region

Roberton Drove Roads

We will re-establish parts of the
historic Roberton Drove Road
within the site which used to
connect Douglas to Roberton, and
provide links with other core paths.

This will provide:

A new community and public
asset, promoting tourism and
access to the outdoors

Restoring community

heritage assets

We will restore local historical buildings
to bring them back into public use
and, where possible, community
ownership. We will start by by funding
a local community pilot project with a
focus on energy efficiency.

This will provide:

A new lease of life for local historic
buildings, new community assets, and a
boost for local tourism. It will also reduce
running costs of buildings

B
Douglas Valley ‘

improvements

We will enhance the designed landscape
which surrounds the remains of Douglas
Castle, working closely with the estate,
Historic Environment Scotland and South
Lanarkshire Council to improve its value
to local heritage and encourage visitors.

This will provide:
A strong local asset for residents and
a key draw for tourists to visit the area

Local connectivity

We will support the delivery of safe,
multi-use active travel (e.g. walk, cycle)
links between Rigside, Roberton, and
Douglas, including the creation of new
routes through the Bodinglee site.

This will provide:
Safer, easier, and more sustainable
transport routes between communties

Enhanced access

We will introduce new signage,
way-marking, and interpretation
boards for local heritage assets
on new and existing pathways
on and around the site.

This will provide:

Enhanced public access, making

it easier for locals and tourists to
connect with the area’s cultural heritage

Local connectivity and
enhanced access

Access to green spaces, and to other local
areas was raised as an important local
issue during the community consultation.
As such, the proposal includes up to 40km
of new and improved multi-use paths in
the Douglas Valley and Roberton, with the
aim of restoring and enhancing connectivity
between and around the two settlements.
In particular, short circular walks and
connections with existing and proposed
footpaths and multi-user networks was
highlighted as an intervention that would
enhance the local area.

Heritage and
convservation area

The designed landscape around the

site of Castle Douglas is one of the key
elements of the heritage, community, and
place initiative. There is an opportunity to
enhance access to green, open space with
improvements to existing paths, as well as
new paths that will provide separate trails
for discovering the heritage, nature, and
landscape. These paths will also benefit
from new signage and interpretation of the
heritage assets to encourage interaction
with local interest points. A further possible
addition would be the provision of car
parking spaces at the entrance to the park
to help increase accessibility and improve
the visitor experience (subject to separate
planning consent).
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Key connections around The Policies could
link in to wider initiatives in the area such
as the Coalburn Paths project and the
Hagshaw Cluster Development Framework
proposals. Townhead wood pathways link
Douglas directly to the site and from there
the proposed access tracks could be used
to access the core paths along the M74
and NCR 74 which head south and

east respectively.

Local records show that a ‘drove road’
previously existed between Douglas and
Roberton, crossing the site. The access
proposals presented here would restore
the access between the two settlements,
with track enhancements reaching as far
as Roberton.

The trees within this designed parkland
form the focal point, bringing scale and
pattern to the landscape and will require
careful maintenance and planning to ensure
they continue to improve the structure of
the landscape as they mature. They are
also part of the special characteristics of
the Douglas Valley Special Landscape Area
(SLA), and therefore ensuring these are
maintained and enhanced will support the
enhancement of the SLA designation.

A long-term programme of maintenance
and planting to secure the future of the
parkland’s design is therefore proposed

as part of the funding. Across the wider
landscape, there would be a programme of
hedgerow maintenance and planting to help
enhance and maintain the special character
and pattern across the Douglas Valley.
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Bl !t is proposed to create new and upgrade
Heritage trail e F i existing footpaths to provide a network of high

; ' local buildings and developing local skills

‘This will include repairs to one of the bridges
crossing the river.

— TR Proposed pilot project for renovating historic

s

Footpath network

X
e

. 3 ! . -
Hedgerow planting -~ e Eé\fuéﬁ

{ REPLANTED

Heritage trail

surrounding the remains of Douglas Castle and

-
G o brondeared wocdana/ Rl oo e, : e o Test, learn, and build skills The Clyde valley as a hub for
v o] : ‘ : Banks Renewables proposes starting with  pilot expertise in decarbonising

Parkland planting 1l CLUSTER P N o : \ project, funded by the Bodinglee Wind Farm, hiStoric bUiIdings
vy T e ] whereby a community-owned building or important

Rhododendrom wood / ' b, “u- ™ community asset is used as a test case to learn By identifying a series of pilot projects, the project
KITCHEN 3 .
abrboretum o B v about the challenges and specificities of improving team can work with local contractors to develop
Historic structs ithin the k . N T . . . : . .
e e B e - Ahododion D | the historic buildings in the area. The Bodinglee skills and experience with respect to effectively

) part of this masterplan to highlight the locations of some of the other historic structures within S : woods and arboretum I iai : .
New roundel planting the park, which include the stables, icehouses and works to the remains of Douglas Castle. e y Replanting of the ornimental Decarbonisation StUdy (a report prOduced by Natural decarbomsmg local housmg stock, partICUIarly the

_ nododencron woods an an Power and submitted alongside the Bodinglee historic buildings which represent one of the key
N € P - arboretum that were once present . . . . e . f :
i roundel o reoiant = A [T R o S planning application) identified both a higher-than- challenges for Scotland on its journey to net zero. ‘
xisting roundel to replan & O s . . 4
9 P eeg : average number of older properties with poor heat !;'
1 ‘ : . performance in the area, as well as a high number A practical outcome will be that the budlings ]
Burnouse burn wetland / 1 alil e | of households experiencing fuel poverty. £200K has themselves become more energy efficient, and .
3 fird ‘ been earmarked for this project (or multiple projects in conjunction with this, an ecosystem of local : ¥ e H
if there is a wider interest). contractors capable of delivering these interventions
to a high standard can be developed. The UK
- | . - - Government estimates that 600,000 retrofits and
": L Green communlty jObS installations will need to happen annually to meet
W \ .
HERITAGE IMAGE 1: . woodland/scots pine planting . - . the current net-zero pathway for heating. Demand
i ished i re isthe potentia o provide car i i The Natural Power report identified that in . . ) .
Douglas Castle before it was demolished in 1938 . X L ::king ":r v\ps?:m:al‘:h:emr:nce(ome . x::?;r;:ﬂx:’:ﬂ:::ﬁ::::: lac |ocea| C?)rlitfactgrseto 3zg|0yd§']e sjgge:tezyeiirggy for services in this sector is therefore set to soar
rk, e in|Street, woodland structure of the park. There will H H H |
Earkic e gase ot M st e e i officiency and micro-generation interventions and deployment of this scale requires substantial |
; e e s around 2y00 FTE iob gears could be created I(;call expertise in the solutions adopted (alternative heat
andscape. Tis wil incude planting o - . . .
R T e : U J0b-y! u Y sources) in order for them to work effectively and
toundels and blocks o ress. This would nearly double the number of expected . . -
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Jobs created in Sou X anarks .|re as aresuit ot the ventilation and damp, while ensuring the character |
development of the wind farm itself. Furthermore, of listed buildings is maintained
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Water management not just at the current time, but for the next decades
e oot - as the demand for the installation of thermal
T e DA efficiency measures and new heat sources such as
withn the park. heat pumps and solar panels gathers pace, enabling
society to achieve net zero in an affordable way. A
HERITAGE IMAGE 2: Eggerton Glen Bridge further 1 - 4 jobs (160 FTE job-years) are anticipated
as a result of the direct employment by the CCETco
(or alternative delivery body).
Hedgerow planting
In the wider landscape there will be a
program of hedgerow “gapping up” and
planting of new hedgerows on historic
s field lines to ensure the character of
landscape pattern across the Douglas
valley is maintained and reinforced.
oo
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The Masterplan
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Collaborating on the Masterplan

The first draft of the masterplan was
scoped prior to the first round of full
public events, and included ideas and
suggestions from community councils,
the landowner, experts, and other
stakeholders. The feedback from the
public events then developed through
various iterations over a number of
months, ahead of the second round of full
public events.

The maps presented in the masterplan are
schematic and indicative, and illustrate
likely locations for proposed investment
and enhancement. Both the wind farm and
the masterplan were holistically designed in
tandem and iteratively, through discussion
with key stakeholders such as NatureScot,
Historic Environment Scotland, and South
Lanarkshire Council, as well as the local
community through public consultation.

The initial masterplan and wind farm proposal
do not constitute a full proposal in its entirety
or contain details on specific interventions.
The methods of delivery, locations, and
extents will require discussion with
landowners and other relevant stakeholders,
and will require relevant consents and
licenses to be obtained. It is proposed that

a detailed masterplan be agreed subject to
an appropriately worded planning condition.
The detailed masterplan will then need to

be further developed to ensure existing
agricultural activities, the future proposed
wind farm, and nature-positive initiatives can
be optimised and co-exist.

Main aim of creating a
masterplan and key design
considerations

A complex and large-scale project like

Bodinglee seeks to provide a wide range of
benefits across a variety of different areas.

The idea of the masterplan is to unite these
within one plan and illustrate how they
interact across a wider area.

One of the main considerations at the

outset was to encompass a much wider

area than just the site itself, so as to provide
benefits at scale that would maximise their
effectiveness. Working with Douglas & Angus
Estates has been key in helping to develop

a masterplan that achieves this. The second
main consideration was to work closely with
the specialists involved in the project, utilising
survey information gathered across the area,
to carefully advise the development of the
masterplan to maximise its benefits and
effectiveness.

Stakeholders involved in the
design process

At the start of the process the landowner,
Douglas & Angus Estates, was a key part
of the project, to understand what could be
feasible, especially in terms of agriculture
and land management, and to utilise their
local knowledge. The various specialist
disciplines (ecology, heritage, landscape,
engineering, hydrology, and forestry) were
also key contributors to the detailed design
process. Discussions were also held at an
early stage with district and community
councils, along with local special interest
groups, to gather further input into the design
process. Feedback on early proposals was
sought from statutory consultees such as
NatureScot, Historic Environment Scotland,
and South Lanarkshire Council, as well as
holding a series of community workshops,
which provided valuable local feedback.

Key benefits of the
interventions in the masterplan

Greater access for a wider variety of users
across a large area of countryside on
multi-user paths with good way-marking to
guide users, along with interpretation of key
features and landmarks (in particular those
with heritage interest). The network will
create circular routes as well as providing
links to travel between communities in the
surrounding area.

A detailed land management plan will be
developed to enhance the existing habitats
and create a better ‘mosaic’ of habitats
across the site and the wider area. This

will target the restoration of large areas

of good-quality heather moorland, wet
rush pasture (with the addition of wader
scrapes), peat bog management to improve
water retention and control erosion of

peat hags. Areas of native broadleaved
planting in the form of riparian planting
along watercourses across the area will be
incorporated, together with edge planting
to conifer plantations and smaller blocks
of conifers scattered across the site. These
will benefit biodiversity as a whole, but will
look to benefit breeding waders and black
grouse in particular.

Overall, the management plan will improve
the structure and appearance of the
landscape. A detailed masterplan has
been developed for the Douglas Valley area
that will look to enhance the quality of the
special landscape of this area, including the
designed landscape around the remains

of the castle. As with elsewhere, a network
of waymarked multi-user paths with
interpretation will greatly benefit the local
community’s experience and appreciation
of the area, while encouraging greater
numbers to visit from further afield.
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Finally, the local communities expressed

an interest in some land to be made
available for environmental projects such

as woodlands, wildflower meadows,
orchards, and vegetable gardens, which the
Bodinglee project would be able to deliver
in conjunction with the Douglas & Angus
Estate.

Communication of the
development of the
masterplan

A series of face-to-face site meetings,
phone calls, online meetings, workshops,
and community council meetings helped

to gradually evolve versions of the plan

as the consultation developed. It was key
to ensure that the landowner and tenant
farmers provided input into the design along
with the community. To communicate this
over the consultation period, large hard
copies of the draft masterplan were used
alongside a digital online version which
was interactive and supported by videos —
enabling as many members of the public as
possible to interact with the plans.

Evolution of the masterplan
during the process

The detailed location of paths within the
wider network was refined throughout

the consultation process. The areas

and proposed management for heather
restoration were also refined and widened
to include rush pasture and other grassland
types, to focus more on a mosaic of
habitats rather than just the heather
restoration. A separate masterplan was
developed for the Douglas Valley area.
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Additional Considerations:

Taking a more Circular Approach to Resources

Incorporating the circular
economy into renewable energy
developments

The circular economy promotes the efficient use
and reuse of resources, minimising waste and
environmental impacts. The circular economy

can create new economic opportunities, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and protect natural
resources simultaneously. Using a circular approach
to renewable energy can also create new business
models and help to mainstream sustainable
practices across the industry.

It is for this reason that Banks has joined the
Coalition for Wind Industry Circularity (CWIC). This
is a new initiative focused on demonstrating and
delivering the value of a new, sustainable, circular
supply chain for the onshore and offshore wind
industry in the UK.
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Quantifying the scale of the
opportunity

Economic consultants and renewables supply chain
experts, BVG Associates, were commissioned

by CWIC to undertake a preliminary assessment

of the potential economic opportunity for the UK
from building its capabilities as a European centre
of excellence for the reuse, refurbishment, and
remanufacture of wind turbine component parts.
According to their analysis, a UK supply chain
capable of refurbishing just ten out of the thousands
of parts which make up a wind turbine could tap into
a European-wide market, contributing almost £10
billion to the UK’s GDP between 2025 and 2035.

Of this £10 billion, an estimated £1.6 billion
contribution could be generated from the demand
from UK-operational turbines alone.

Given the current carbon intensity of the grid,

and the expected intensity by 2029 if the current
trajectory persists, the yield of the wind turbines
and thus carbon displacement remains the key
priority when taking decisions on procurement and
designing out waste. As deployment ramps up over
time, designing-out-waste will become even more
crucial.

Banks Renewables’ strategy for a circular approach:

Three main intervention points

1. Statement on procurement
and construction

Together with CWIC partners, Banks Renewables
will be establishing goals for the use of recycled
content and following the widely acknowledged
waste hierarchy for procurement, operation, and
decommissioning of assets.

Many of the materials used to build wind turbines
can already be recycled, for example, the steel
towers. The difficulty to date has been with the
blades, but two leading turbine manufacturers
(Siemens Gamesa and Vestas) have made recent
breakthroughs in materials science to allow the
turbine blades to be recycled. Banks is following
these developments with interest and will consider
sustainability and recyclability in future procurement
decisions.

More specific goals will be established as the project
application is accepted, to be able to incorporate
the very latest technology developments into the
proposal. Some current suppliers (from the Mill Rig
tender) are in the process of assessing carbon and
virgin material content of the assets over turbines’
lifecycles. Banks’ plan is to collaborate with local
partners to design-out waste and carbon with the
construction management plan, and deliver this as
part of the tender process.

2. Optimisations to ensure
maximum operational lifetime

Banks Renewables will work with its turbine
O&M provider to recycle components and use
refurbished components where it is possible to
do so.

Modern turbines have built-in condition monitoring
systems which monitor the health of the turbine
to optimise servicing and decrease or prevent
downtime and the likelihood of major component
replacement. Once the proposed wind farm has
been running for one to two years, Banks will
discuss, together with the turbine supplier, what
site-specific optimisations would be possible in
order to maximise the yield from the turbines. This
could involve optimisations to the control system,
for example to make minor changes to blade pitch
angles, rather than any hardware changes. Banks
will identify local suppliers and partners for a
research piece once the O&M contract is secured.

development with care

3. Decommissioning and
repowering end-of-life wind
farms

Goals will be established to design-out waste
and return as close to 100% of the turbine
materials and components back into the
ecosystem as possible at their end of life,
with the refurbishment and reuse of as many
components as possible.

At the end of the wind farm life, a full
decommissioning strategy will be produced. This
will aim to minimise waste as far as reasonably
possible. The industry around recycling of turbine
infrastructure is growing and therefore, it is likely that
technologies and proposals for re-use and recycling
will be more advanced and comprehensive than
they currently are. The decommissioning strategy
will detail how the land will be restored back to its
current condition (or improved condition) following
decommissioning of the wind farm.

Banks Renewables is seeking a 40-year consent
in line with the longer life expectancy of newer
generation turbines, and taking into account

an increase in operators’ understanding of
maintenance. This longer lifecycle will improve
the overall carbon savings anticipated from wind
generation and generate a greater quantity of
renewable energy.
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Outcomes for
Scotland and South Lanarkshire

The purpose of this analysis is to demonstrate

the linkages between the indicators set out in the
national performance framework (NPF), the UN
SDGs and the outcomes that Bodinglee Wind

Farm will have on the regional Clydesdale area and
Scotland. By initially prioritising the most relevant
NPF segments and indicators and aligning these
with corresponding SDG indicators, the Bodinglee
project could be framed through the lens of how it
will compliment both sets of metrics. Commissioned
reports on the economic impact of Bodinglee and
the opportunity for rural decarbonisation allowed for
the linking of both quantitative and qualitative data
for the majority of the priority indicators, and this
analysis demonstrates that Bodinglee will deliver
tangible movement against both frameworks across
multiple areas.
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National

performance
segment

Community

National
performance
outcome

Live in communities
that are inclusive,
empowered,
resilient, and safe

Relevant NFP
indicators

Perceptions of local area
Community ownership
Place to interact

Access to green and
blue space

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

11.7 - Provide universal
access to safe, inclusive
and accessible green
and public spaces, in
particular for women and
children, older persons
and persons with
disabilities.

1.4 - Ensure that all
men and women, in
particular the poor

and the vulnerable,
have equal rights to
€CoNoMIC resources, as
well as access to basic
services, ownership and
control over land and
other forms of property,
inheritance, natural
resources, appropriate
new technology and
financial services,
including microfinance.

‘I ‘I SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES

Nl

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Access to the site and
adjacent land for the
community

Improved access to
public spaces via pilot
project

Qualitative

Perceptions of local
area: Social return on
investment indicates
this would be improved
by the CCETco, with
perceptions increased
and warmer/more
energy efficient homes.

A more accessible
outdoors and
refurbished public
buildings will also
contribute to improved
local perceptions of the
Clydesdale area.

The Bodinglee
masterplan and Douglas
Valley improvements are
also likely to improve
perceptions of the

local area through

new path networks,
habitat improvements,
interpretation boards,
and new woodland
planting.

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Measurements and evidence

Community ownership (SDG 1.4): The Community has the
opportunity to own 10% of Bodinglee, equating to ~26 MW of wind
farm — a significant community asset which will contribute towards
the national net-zero target and would power the equivalent of 20,000
homes annually.

This community body (CCETco) will employ 2-6 people within its first 5
years, and will be funded by approximately £1.3 million/year, with the
community also able to benefit from dividends paid out to the share
owners (i.e. the community body), which will provide an additional
source of funding. As a result of the community owned CCETco, local
people will also have easier access to affordable energy, financial
support for energy improvements, and energy advice.

The pilot project to bring a local heritage asset into community
ownership will also improve this national indicator.

Place to interact: The pilot project in Douglas or any of the local
villages such as Rigside or Roberton which could potentially host a
community pilot would increase the number/quality of public spaces.
Developing new places in which the community can interact will
meaningfully move this national indicator in a local setting.

Access to green/blue space (SDG 11.7): The Bodinglee masterplan
and associated path network will substantially increase the proportion of
Rigside/Roberton/Douglas residents who have accessible routes linking
them to green space — almost 100% of villagers will have access to
green space within a 5-minute walk of their residence. Accessibility

for wheelchair users and those with reduced mobility will also be
accounted for.
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Outcomes for
Scotland and South Lanarkshire

Relevant NFP
indicators

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

National
performance
outcome

National

performance
segment

Have a globally Carbon footprint 13.2 - Integrate climate

competitive, change measures
entrepreneurial, Productivity into national policies,
inclusive, and strategies and planning.
sustainable Economic growth

economy 7.2 - By 2030, increase

Greenhouse gas
emissions

substantially the share
of renewable energy in
the mix.
@ Natural capital
15.5 - Take urgent and
significant action to
reduce the degradation
of natural habitats, halt
the loss of biodiversity
and protect and
prevent the extinction of
threatened species.

Economy 13 CLIMATE
ACTION

&

1 LIFE
ONLAND

&

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Economic impact
demonstratred through
the Biggar Economics
report

Displaced carbon from
the grid

Peat bog restoration/halt
in degradation of existing
bogs and the carbon
fixing benefits of this

Habitat restoration
improving natural capital
in the region

Spend of ‘low carbon
economy’ (CCETco)

Qualitative

Productivity &
economic growth:
onshore wind is a
high productivity
industry with a high
economic output per
capital compared

to national GDP per
capita for FTE worked
hours. The project will
therefore support the
overall productivity of
the Scottish economy.

This relationship is
relevant, however
measuring productivity
for the site was not
part of the economics
study

Measurements and evidence

Productivity & economic growth: The Biggar Economics report shows
that Bodinglee would deliver total spend of £460.6 million in the regional
area (477.3 million in Scotland), a GVA of £311.9 million in the regional area
(846.6 million in Scotland)™".

Regional jobs: Bodinglee would support up to 1,020 regional job years™
during the development and construction phase (1,277 in Scotland)”®, with

a further 51" total jobs supported during its operation (55 in Scotland”).
Considering the wind farm only, 65% of expenditure is expected to be in the
regional area, with 66% in Scotland™*". Due to the lack of a national supply
chain, including the battery in this assessment causes the figures to change
to 55% and 56% respectively”.

In addition to the jobs supported by the wind farm itself, the CCETco will
also deliver 200-400 FTE equivalent job years during the operational lifetime
of the wind farm as well as helping to develop a regional supply chain and
expertise in south Lanarkshire for decarbonising heat.

Quality of green jobs: Average hourly output for onshore wind jobs
(throughout the supply chain) is £99.7/hour, compared to the UK average of
£68/hour (The Economic Impact of Scotlands Renewable Energy Sector)

Greenhouse gas/carbon footprint (SDG 13.2): Highest SROI scenario of
CCETco spend (£32 million) and annual carbon savings (5,700 tonnes) will
help reduce the national carbon footprint in an area which currently has a
per-household carbon emissions rate of 170% of the UK average. This is in
addition to carbon savings delivered by the wind farm itself.

Greenhouse gas (SDG 7.2): During its operational lifetime, Bodinglee,
which represents 1.3% of the Scottish government’s 20GW target for new
onshore wind, would save 372,453 tonnes annually compared to equivalent
fossil fuel mix generation, according to the scottish governments carbon
calculator. . This would bring down the overall emissions and contribute to
reducing total emissions relative to 1990 levels. Bodinglee will be a ‘carbon
positive’ development after only 1.4 years (According to the Carbon Life
Cycle Analysis)

Natural Capital (SDG 15.5): Habitat restoration and enhancement on the
Bodinglee site will provide a significant boost to the natural capital in the
area, and new and enhanced footpaths will increase community access to
it. By improving or managing up to 1,500 ha of habitat at Bodinglee (mix
of bog/woodland/heathland) the natural capital asset index (NCAI) will be
meaningfully moved.

National
performance
segment

Education

National
performance
outcome

Are well educated,
skilled and able

to contribute to
society

s,

Relevant NFP
indicators

Skill profile of the
population

Skills underutilisation

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

4.4 - By 2030,
substantially increase
the number of youth
and adults who have
relevant skills, including
technical and vocational
skills, for employment,
decent jobs and
entrepreneurship.

(ALY
EDUCATION

|

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Skills development
(CCETco) in new training
and upskilling

Qualitative

Skill profile of the
population (SDG 4.4):
During the pilot project,
local people will be
upskilled to complete
specialised insulation/
fitting work, creating

an improvement in the
local skills profile. As the
CCETco evolves, it is
expected that the demand
for these same skills locally
will lead to increased
training to fulfill the roles

— which will improve the
national performance
against this metric on a
larger scale.

We will also be extending
our commitment of
Connect2Renewables

to Bodinglee, prioritising
working with contractors
from within the local area.
This commitment is likely
to increase the number of
high quality green jobs and
skills that stay in the local
area and for Scotland as
a whole.

BANKSRenewables
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Measurements and evidence

Skills underutilisation (SDG 4.4): CCETco will deliver 200-400
FTE equivalent job years in specialised roles, giving local people with

relevant skills abundant opportunity to utilise them properly. Individuals

with those relevant skills would therefore be unlikely to work in less
skilled roles, driving down this metric on a regional scale.

Skill profile of the population: Bodinglee Wind Farm itself will also
provide up to 1,020 regional job years™" during the development and
construction phase (1,277 in Scotland), with a further 51 regional
total jobs™ supported during its operation (55 in Scotland”) - giving
more opportunity for those with under-utilised skills and in addition it
is estimated that over 75% of these jobs will have SCQF level 4 or
above, thus improving the overall skill profile indicator.
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Outcomes for

Scotland and South Lanarkshire

National
performance
outcome

National

performance
segment

Value, enjoy,
protect, and
enhance their
environment

Environment

Relevant NFP
indicators

Visits to the outdoors
State of historic sites

Energy from renewable
sources

Biodiversity

Condition of protected
nature sites

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

11.4 - Strengthen efforts
to protect and safeguard
the world’s cultural and
natural heritage.

7.2 - By 2030,
substantially increase
the share of renewable
energy in the national
mix.

15.5 - Take urgent and
significant action to
reduce the degradation
of natural habitats, halt
the loss of biodiversity,
and protect and
prevent the extinction of
threatened species.

‘I 1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES

AND COMMUNITIES

Nl

1 LIFE
ONLAND

&

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Pilot project restoration

Addition of renewable
capacity

Masterplan - nature
positive interventions

Qualitative

Visits to the outdoors:
Improvements to Douglas Valley area
and improved path access to the site
make it more likely that people from
outside the area will come to visit
recreationally and enjoy the outdoors.
In a 2019 Biggar Economics report,
it was found that in the majority of
cases, tourism-related employment
growth in a wind farm’s immediate
locality had outperformed the local
authority growth. Whitelee Wind
Farm is a good example, seeing a
31% rise in employment (economic
performance) between 2015 - 2019.
As a result, we can expect that

the proportion of adults visiting the
outdoors will increase.

Biodiversity (SDG 15.5): The

range of habitat improvement in the
Bodinglee masterplan will improve
the abundance and occupancy of
terrestrial species, the former of
which has declined from 1994 -
2016. Restoring heather habitats,
upland scrub and native forestry will
improve regional performance against
this national metric.

Measurements and evidence

State of historic sites (SDG 11.4): A £200k intervention
to refurbish and bring back into public use will improve this
measure locally. The Douglas Arms hotel (a strong suitor
for the pilot) has been in disrepair for over a decade and its
repair would contribute to this metric.

In total, the Clydesdale area has over 1,300 pre-1919
historic buildings, of which almost all are solid-walled
construction and would represent a worthwhile project for
protecting.

Energy from renewable sources (SDG 7.2): Bodinglee
will add 259MW (1.3% of the Scottish government’s
20GW target for onshore wind) of renewable energy to the
national mix, which will contribute to improving the national
figure for proportion of renewable electricity on the grid.

Biodiversity (SDG 15.5): 87 hectares of mitigation is
required as a result of direct habitat loss arising from

the development during the construction phase. Early
survey work indicates up to 1,425 hectares of land can be
managed in a way to support biodiversity gains, including
significant areas of habitat creation and enhancement.

National

performance
segment

Fair Work
and Business

National
performance
outcome

Have thriving

and innovative
businesses, with
quality jobs and fair
work for everyone

Relevant NFP
indicators

Economic participation

Number of businesses/
high-growth businesses

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

8.5 - By 2030, achieve
full and productive
employment and decent
work for adults and
young people.

8.3 - Promote
development-orientated
policies that support
productive activities,
decent job creation,
entrepreneurship,
creativity and innovation.

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

i

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Jobs provided by
Bodinglee and the
CCETco

Business/economic
growth as a result of
the opportunity of the
CCETco

Qualitative

Number of
businesses: We expect
that, as a result of the
increased demand for
local contractors through
the CCETco, new
businesses will emerge
to capitalise on the
opportunity. CCETco wiill
involve a capital cost of
around £32 million (SROI
pathway) and we expect
that this opportunity will
increase the number of
private sector business
per 10,000 adults in the
region.

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Measurements and evidence

Economic participation: Regionally, Bodinglee will support 1,020 full-
time job years during its development and construction, and will support
53 during its operation™* and a further 200-400 job years through the
CCETco. This will meaningfully improve economic participation on a
regional scale by lowering the unemployment rate, with a total of 1,222-
1,422 new jobs generated in the region.

Number of business: \We expect that 55%" (and 65%""" of the wind
farm expenditure) of TOTEX expenditure will be in the regional economy,
meaning that regional businesses and the regional supply chain will
likely encounter a high proportion of this spend, delivering high-
productivty roles in a high-growth sector
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National
performance
segment

Health

National
performance
outcome

Are healthy and
active

Relevant NFP
indicators

Journeys by active travel

Physical activity

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

11.2 - By 2030,
provide access to safe,
affordable, accessible
and sustainable
transport systems for all,
improving road safety,
notably by expanding
public transport, with
special attention to

the needs of those in
vulnerable situations,
women, children,
persons with disabilities
and older persons.

1 1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES

Nl

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

New path network and
site accessibility

Linkages between
settlements

Qualitative

Physical activity:

New path networks on
the Bodinglee site and
improvements to the
Douglas Valley (approx
40km in total) will
increase the likelihood
that local people and
tourists will make use of
them recreationally and
reach the recommended
levels of physical activity
needed for contributing
to a healthy lifestyle.

Measurements and evidence

Journeys by active travel (SDG 11.2): New path networks linking

the villages of Roberton, Douglas, and potentially Rigside will make it
easier for the ~2,500 local people to travel between villages on foot or
by bike. By creating appoximately 40km km of accessible paths, the
potential for active travel will be increased and the proportion of local
people chosing active travel options will therefore increase. In addittion,
these paths will increase the accessibility to active travel for wheelchair
users and those with reduced mobility.

National
performance
segment

Human
Rights

National
performance
outcome

Respect, protect,
and fulfil human
rights and live free
from discrimination

Relevant NFP
indicators

Influence over local
decisions

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

16.7 - Ensure
responsive, inclusive,
participatory and
representative decision
making at all levels.

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

CCETco community
ownership and
community council-led
decision making.

Qualitative

Influence over local
decisions (SDG 16.7):
The community council-
led decision making
structure of the CCETco
means that the local
residents represented by
the panel will be able to
influence the decisions
it makes. Furthermore,
the highly visible and
tangible work that
CCETco will complete
will provide local people
with a strong sense of
connection to those
decisions. Both factors
will help increase the
proportion of people
who believe they can
influence decisions at a
local level and improve
this national metric.

BANKSRenewables

development with care

Measurements and evidence

Influence ofer local decisions: A panel made up of 5-10 community
councils (at least six on the panel initially within the 10km zone)

will provide an opportunity through local elections to represent

the communities fairly and transparently in the proposed CCETco
governance structure. This will directly influnce the energy affordability
for 6,500 homes in the area. Community councils are the closest layer
of democratically elected institutions in Scotland.
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National

performance
segment

Poverty

National
performance
outcome

Tackle poverty

by sharing
opportunities,
wealth, and power
more equally

e

Relevant NFP
indicators

Cost of living

Satisfaction with housing

Relevant SDGs &
indicators

1.2 - By 2030, reduce
by at least half the
proportion of men,
women, and children of
all ages living in poverty
in all its dimensions
according to national
definitions.

1.5 - By 2030, build
the climate resilience

of the poor and reduce
their exposure to

and vulnerability to
climate-related extreme
events and other
economic, social, and
environmental shocks
and disasters.

7.3 - By 2030, double
the global rate of
improvement in energy
efficiency.

Impact measurement
Bodinglee

Overall reduction in fuel
bills as a result of the
CCETco and protection
against future fuel and
energy crises.

Satisfaction with housing
increase as a result of
the CCETco.

Social return on
investment of the
CCETco.

Qualitative

Satisfaction with housing (SDG
7.2): The CCETco will dramatically
improve the overall energy efficiency
of homes in the Clydesdale region
(where 68% are EPC D-rated or below)
and deliver warmer homes which

are cheaper to run for anyone who
participates in the initiative. These
interventions will also likely increase
the value of the houses as they will
represent a significant modernisation
of heating and insultation systems

and energy generation (Solar PV). It

is expected that the combination of
warmer homes, cheaper energy bills,
and an increase in house value will
contribute to the overall SROI of 132%
and boost the satisfaction local people
have with their housing situation.

Measurements and evidence

Cost of living (SDG 1.2 and 1.5): The CCETco will
directly address the cost of living for communities in the
Clydesdale area by decreasing the cost of energy and
heating in an area which currently spends above the
average on these utilities. It is expected that the total
annual saving for the study area will be between £2- £4.5
million, and this will positively move the national indicator
(proportion of household income spent on housing, fuel
and food) as well as lessening the impact of potential
future price rises.
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Enabling the future:
environmentally, socially,
and economically

Banks Renewables set out to deliver an ambitious
project, with exemplar social, environmental, and
economic benefits and outcomes beyond those
associated with typical wind farm developments,
and in alignment with national policy. A community-
led process identified key themes and priorities to
be delivered by the wind farm.

The result of the community-led process is a
significantly reduced proposal (in size), albeit one
that remains a major renewable energy generator
with the potential to make a substantial contribution
to Scotland’s net zero goals, comprising 37 wind
turbines and 106MW battery storage.

Combining this with the structuring of the
community share offer, community benefits, and
decarbonisation strategy to directly decarbonise the
local households, the carbon reduction mechanism
is twofold and socio-economic benefits are also
introduced, with hundreds more local jobs and

the abatement of fossil fuel heating systems and
demand reduction in the grid network.

Furthermore, the delivery of a landscape-wide
masterplan supporting natural and historic
environment improvements aims to revitalise and
build in resilience to the area, providing a host

of benefits including to biodiversity, the water
environment, natural carbon capture, connectivity
of habitats, people and places, and conservation of
important heritage and community assets.

Masterplan: Sequesters carbon,
provides 87 hectares of
mitigation and up to ca. 1500
hectares of enhancement to
habitats, delivering biodiversity
gain. Provides access to land.
Local amenity and place-building

W

o

Driving local tourism
and economic activity

v

o O

All interventions bring high-quality
local jobs in sustainable, high-
productivity sectors. Regional
investment totalling over £450
million. Brings wider GVA and
multiplier effects on Scotland’s

economy

®e o000 e,

Provides community with
accessible and sustainable
travel connection between villages

Generating electricity
and displacing carbon

(14,898,120 tonnes over lifetime)

Balancing intermittency
and displacing carbon
(25,767 tonnes CO, annually)

The community energy co. will

support between 200-400 FTE

jobs through the installation of
energy efficiency measures

BANKSRenewables
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Community owns up to 10%
of wind farm. Strategic focus
for benefit funds: energy

Gy

>
TRans

A

Community decides pathway to
decarbonise local households
using the funds. Saving energy

bills (£2-4.5m annually)
v

.
e ® oo

Reduces the demand for energy
(up to 10,000 tonnes of
CO, annually). Restores local
heritage buildings and provides
community assets
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